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Amendment  1 

Fernando Ruas 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

1. Notes that the EU is Georgia’s 

largest trade partner and the EU has the 

highest proportion of foreign direct 

investment in the country; 

1. Notes that the EU is Georgia’s 

largest trade partner, representing almost a 

third of total trade, and the EU is also 

responsible for the highest proportion of 

foreign direct investment in the country; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  2 

Elsi Katainen 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 1 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

1. Notes that the EU is Georgia’s 

largest trade partner and the EU has the 

highest proportion of foreign direct 

investment in the country; 

1. Notes that the EU is Georgia’s 

largest trade partner, the most significant 

donor and the EU has the highest 

proportion of foreign direct investment in 

the country; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  3 

Heidi Hautala 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

2. Welcomes the far-reaching reforms 

already undertaken by Georgia; notes that 

further efforts should be encouraged, 

2. Considers regulatory 

approximation with the EU acquis the key 

dimension of the DCFTA because actual 
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especially in the areas of sanitary and 

phytosanitary measures (notably as regards 

institutional capacity-building in food 

safety control), public procurement, 

technical barriers to trade, intellectual 

property rights, and customs services; 

access to the EU market and reform very 

much depend on appropriate 

implementation and enforcement of 

relevant legislation; is aware of the 

important challenge this represents for 

governance, institutions and public 

administration in Georgia and 

encourages the European Commission to 

provide adequate technical and financial 

support; welcomes the far-reaching 

reforms already undertaken by Georgia 

and encourages further progress, for 

instance in the areas of sanitary and 

phytosanitary measures (notably as regards 

institutional capacity-building in food 

safety control), public procurement, 

regulatory matters and conformity 

assessment procedures, intellectual 

property rights, and customs procedures 

according to the timelines agreed by the 

Parties under the DCFTA; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  4 

Fernando Ruas 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

2. Welcomes the far-reaching reforms 

already undertaken by Georgia; notes that 

further efforts should be encouraged, 

especially in the areas of sanitary and 

phytosanitary measures (notably as regards 

institutional capacity-building in food 

safety control), public procurement, 

technical barriers to trade, intellectual 

property rights, and customs services; 

2. Welcomes the far-reaching political 

and economic reforms already undertaken 

by Georgia; notes that further efforts 

should be encouraged, especially in the 

areas of sanitary and phytosanitary 

measures (notably as regards institutional 

capacity-building in food safety control), 

the strengthening of democratic 

institutions, public procurement, technical 

barriers to trade, intellectual property 

rights, customs services and the 

consolidation of a pluralist democracy; 

Or. pt 
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Amendment  5 

Jan Zahradil 

on behalf of the ECR Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

2. Welcomes the far-reaching reforms 

already undertaken by Georgia; notes that 

further efforts should be encouraged, 

especially in the areas of sanitary and 

phytosanitary measures (notably as regards 

institutional capacity-building in food 

safety control), public procurement, 

technical barriers to trade, intellectual 

property rights, and customs services; 

2. Welcomes the far-reaching reforms 

already undertaken by Georgia; notes that 

further efforts should be encouraged, 

especially in the areas of sanitary and 

phytosanitary measures (notably as regards 

institutional capacity-building in food 

safety control), public procurement, 

technical barriers to trade, intellectual 

property rights, legal and administrative 

burdens on businesses and customs 

services; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  6 

Heidi Hautala 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 2a. Regrets that Georgia becomes 

aware of new or updated EU acquis they 

have committed to transpose under the 

DCFTA only after it has entered into 

force in the EU; considers that 

involving Georgian authorities from the 

stage of drafting relevant legislation 

would be useful in order to make the 

process more inclusive and to reduce 

transition costs for Georgia and calls on 

the European Commission to set up an 

ex-ante consultation process; 
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Or. en 

 

Amendment  7 

Elsi Katainen 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 2 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 2a. Believes that further fulfilment of 

obligation within the Deep and 

Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement 

(DCFTA) will create a new climate for 

economic relations, for development of 

trade and investment and contribute to 

economic restructuring: 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  8 

Heidi Hautala 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

3. Notes with satisfaction that some 

new products have started to be exported to 

the EU; 

3. Notes with satisfaction that some 

new products have started to be exported to 

the EU, although Georgia still 

predominantly exports agricultural 

commodities and raw materials; 

encourages the European Commission to 

support Georgia in identifying those areas 

that could further foster economic 

diversification and in prioritizing them in 

the process of DCFTA implementation; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  9 
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Iuliu Winkler 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

3. Notes with satisfaction that some 

new products have started to be exported to 

the EU; 

3. Notes with satisfaction that some 

new products have started to be exported to 

the EU; recommends however the 

consideration of a diversification strategy 

as concerns the basket of products 

exported to EU markets; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  10 

Jan Zahradil 

on behalf of the ECR Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 3 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

3. Notes with satisfaction that some 

new products have started to be exported to 

the EU; 

3. Notes with satisfaction that some 

new products have started to be exported to 

the EU, stresses however, that more export 

diversification is needed; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  11 

Heidi Hautala 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

4. Calls for more effective 

implementation of the ILO core labour 

conventions (in the fields of child labour, 

freedom of association and occupational 

4. Is deeply concerned by the labour 

rights situation in Georgia notably in the 

fields of occupational safety, child labour 

and freedom of association; notes with 
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safety), inter alia through the setting up of 

a fully-fledged labour inspection system; 
concern that the recently created Labour 

Inspection Department is not allowed to 

inspect workplaces without the prior 

consent of an employer and that 

recommendations issued following an 

inspection are not legally binding; urges 

the Georgian government to set up a fully-

fledged and independent labour 

inspection system; calls for the effective 

implementation of ILO labour conventions 

by Georgia and calls on the Commission 

to activate the dispute settlement 

mechanism without delay should there be 

no further progress; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  12 

Fernando Ruas 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

4. Calls for more effective 

implementation of the ILO core labour 

conventions (in the fields of child labour, 

freedom of association and occupational 

safety), inter alia through the setting up of 

a fully-fledged labour inspection system; 

4. Calls for more effective 

implementation of the ILO core labour 

conventions (in the fields of child labour, 

freedom of association, occupational 

safety), inter alia through the setting up of 

a fully-fledged labour inspection system, 

and of corporate social responsibility 

principles; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  13 

Inmaculada Rodríguez-Piñero Fernández 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 
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 4a. Welcomes the improvements 

introduced by the recently approved 

Georgian law on occupational safety and 

health and urges for its full and effective 

implementation to align with the EU 

legislative framework; reminds, however, 

that further reforms are needed towards 

effective implementation of the ILO 

fundamental conventions on labour 

rights, notably with regard to labour 

inspections, whose recommendations 

remain unsatisfyingly voluntary, and 

which do not extend to labour standards 

beyond occupational health and safety, as 

well as forced labour and general working 

conditions; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  14 

Heidi Hautala 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

5. Notes that the implementation of 

the environmental pillar of the TSD 

chapter needs further improvement; 

5. Notes that Georgia has committed 

to effectively implement multilateral 
environmental agreements under the TSD 

chapter, which needs further improvement; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  15 

Inmaculada Rodríguez-Piñero Fernández 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 5a. Welcomes Georgia’s recent 
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ratification of the Council of Europe 

Convention on Preventing and Combating 

Violence against women and Domestic 

Violence (The Istanbul Convention) and 

the establishment of an Inter-agency 

Commission on Gender Equality, 

Violence against Women and Domestic 

Violence; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  16 

Jan Zahradil 

on behalf of the ECR Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 5 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 5a. Supports continuous anti-

corruption efforts, as Georgia is the 46 

least corrupt nation out of 175 countries 

according to the 2017 Corruption 

Perceptions Index reported by 

Transparency International; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  17 

Elsi Katainen 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

6. Encourages the Georgian 

authorities to develop and implement a 

comprehensive public awareness 

programme to ensure that SMEs, farmers 

and citizens in general are fully informed 

of the opportunities and benefits offered by 

the DCFTA and available support 

6. Encourages the Georgian 

authorities to continue to further develop 

and implement a comprehensive public 

awareness programme to ensure that 

SMEs, farmers and citizens in general are 

fully informed of the opportunities and 

benefits offered by the DCFTA and 
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programmes; available support programmes, welcomes 

the effort already made in the form of the 

information sharing websites; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  18 

Fernando Ruas 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

6. Encourages the Georgian 

authorities to develop and implement a 

comprehensive public awareness 

programme to ensure that SMEs, farmers 

and citizens in general are fully informed 

of the opportunities and benefits offered by 

the DCFTA and available support 

programmes; 

6. Encourages the Georgian 

authorities to develop and implement a 

comprehensive public awareness 

programme to ensure that micro, small and 

medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs), 

farmers and citizens in general are fully 

informed of the opportunities and benefits 

offered by the DCFTA and available 

support programmes; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  19 

Jan Zahradil 

on behalf of the ECR Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

6. Encourages the Georgian 

authorities to develop and implement a 

comprehensive public awareness 

programme to ensure that SMEs, farmers 

and citizens in general are fully informed 

of the opportunities and benefits offered by 

the DCFTA and available support 

programmes; 

6. Encourages the Georgian 

authorities to develop and implement a 

comprehensive public awareness 

programme to ensure that businesses, 

SMEs, farmers and citizens in general are 

fully informed of the opportunities and 

benefits offered by the DCFTA and 

available support programmes; 
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Or. en 

 

Amendment  20 

Inmaculada Rodríguez-Piñero Fernández 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6a. Encourages all efforts aimed at 

progressive approximation to EU 

technical regulations and standards, 

leading to the gradual economic 

integration of Georgia with the EU’s 

Internal Market; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  21 

Inmaculada Rodríguez-Piñero Fernández 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 b (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6b. Notes that, although the adoption 

in 2014 of the Law on the Elimination of 

All Forms of Discrimination represented 

an important achievement, further 

progress is expected in order to 

strengthening protection, by means of 

both a legislative update and the 

necessary implementing measures for 

the full impact of the legislation to be 

achieved; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  22 

Inmaculada Rodríguez-Piñero Fernández 
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Draft opinion 

Paragraph 6 c (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 6c. Commends Georgia’s high 

performance on Transparency 

International’s corruption perception 

index 2017, ranking highest in the region 

of non EU-Eastern Europe and Central 

Asia, as well as the implementation of the 

Anti-Corruption Strategy and its Action 

Plan, in line with the Association 

Agenda’s commitments; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  23 

Fernando Ruas 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

7. Welcomes Georgia’s membership 

of the Energy Community; calls on the 

Commission to closely monitor 

developments in the energy market and to 

insist on the swift and transparent 

implementation of the agreement; 

7. Welcomes Georgia’s membership 

of the Energy Community; calls on the 

Commission to closely monitor 

developments in the energy market and to 

insist on the swift and transparent 

implementation of the agreement, with 

regard in particular to its alignment with 

the EU market and to renewable energy; 

Or. pt 

 

Amendment  24 

Inmaculada Rodríguez-Piñero Fernández 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 
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 7a. Welcomes Georgia’s accession to 

the pan-Euro-Mediterranean Convention 

on Rules of Origin, which will allow for 

cumulation of origin in the framework of 

the DCFTA; encourages Georgia to 

similarly accede to the Convention on 

Common Transit; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  25 

Elsi Katainen 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

8. Calls on the Council and the 

Commission to use all possible leverage to 

encourage and assist Georgia in its efforts 

to implement the DCFTA effectively; calls 

on both sides to offer greater support to 

SMEs and to provide technical assistance. 

8. Calls on the Council and the 

Commission to continue to use all possible 

leverage to encourage and assist Georgia in 

its efforts to implement the DCFTA 

effectively, reminding that a sustainable 

implementation of the DCFTA cannot 

rely only on the assistance from the EU 

side but requires independent 

administration from the Georgian side; 

calls on both sides to offer greater support 

to SMEs and to provide technical 

assistance. 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  26 

Fernando Ruas 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

8. Calls on the Council and the 

Commission to use all possible leverage to 

encourage and assist Georgia in its efforts 

8. Calls on the Council and the 

Commission to use all possible leverage to 

encourage and assist Georgia in its efforts 
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to implement the DCFTA effectively; calls 

on both sides to offer greater support to 

SMEs and to provide technical assistance. 

to implement the DCFTA effectively, so as 

to promote increased trade flows, a 

reduction in the bureaucratic burden and 

the simplification of administrative 

procedures; calls on both sides to offer 

greater support to MSMEs and to provide 

technical assistance. 

Or. pt 

Amendment  27 

Heidi Hautala 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

8. Calls on the Council and the 

Commission to use all possible leverage to 

encourage and assist Georgia in its efforts 

to implement the DCFTA effectively; calls 

on both sides to offer greater support to 

SMEs and to provide technical assistance. 

8. Calls on the Council and the 

Commission to use all possible resources 

to encourage and assist Georgia in its 

efforts to implement the DCFTA 

effectively; calls on both sides to offer 

greater support to SMEs and to provide 

technical assistance; urges the European 

Commission to consider the setting up of 

a support group for Georgia, similarly to 

the one created for Ukraine;. 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  28 

Heidi Hautala 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8a. Notes that the evaluation of the 

DCFTA implementation is very much 

focused on trade flows and trade irritants; 

calls on the European Commission to 

appropriately monitor and assess the 
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implementation of the DCFTA, with 

special attention being paid to the acquis 

transposition and implementation, as well 

as to the impact on the Georgian society, 

and to provide public and comprehensive 

annual reporting including on the 

technical and financial support provided 

by the EU; 

Or. en 

 


