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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Economic and Monetary 
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Emphasises that a global level playing field in a rules-based multilateral trading system 
is key for European companies, including SMEs, to boost growth, ensure a stable and 
predictable environment and retain their competitiveness, as well as to secure existing 
jobs and create new ones in the EU, since an increasing number of jobs are dependent 
on global value chains; 

2. Underlines that SMEs play a vital role in international trade, accounting for an 
estimated 30 % of the EU’s goods exports to the rest of the world1; recalls that, in order 
to help SMEs cope with the greater challenges of entering new markets and enable them 
to compete on their own merits, EU trade and competition policy should contribute to 
an SME-friendly trade environment;

3. Calls on the Commission to ensure that EU competition policy promotes fair 
competition and reciprocal trading conditions at EU and global level with the further 
aim of strengthening our own industry in the EU; calls, therefore, for unfair trading 
practices to be addressed effectively by making full use of the available instruments, 
developing new, effective tools and tackling the distortive effects of foreign state 
ownership and subsidies in the internal market, in particular where EU funding is 
involved; welcomes, against this backdrop, the new Commission’s intention to 
strengthen the foreign direct investment screening mechanism, and calls for discussions 
on the EU’s international procurement instrument to be resumed;

4. Calls, moreover, on the Commission either to further enhance global cooperation on 
competition matters or to ensure fair conditions for competition via bilateral trade 
agreements and in international forums; fully supports the Commission’s efforts in the 
context of the ongoing World Trade Organisation (WTO) reform to update the 
multilateral rules on subsidies or sectoral initiatives to adequately address subsidies at 
international level;

5. Calls on the Commission to continue negotiating ambitious, enforceable competition 
and State aid provisions in all future trade agreements as part of a holistic and ambitious 
EU trade policy;

6. Calls on the Commission to ensure that competition rules are compatible with the 
modern economy and best serve European consumers by fully taking into account the 
impact of the digitalisation of the economy on how global markets operate; welcomes, 
in this context, the ongoing plurilateral WTO e-commerce negotiations to ensure that 
companies can compete worldwide on a level playing field based on global trading 
rules.

1 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/International_trade_in_goods_by_enterprise_size


