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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Highlights that successfully opening, conducting and concluding accession talks with 
the Western Balkan countries is one of the EU’s core priorities in the region;

2. Recalls that the EU is the main trade partner of the Western Balkan countries and that 
bilateral trade doubled between 2006 and 2016; notes, however, that the EU 
continuously runs an unsustainable trade surplus with the Western Balkans;

3. Believes that the EU’s enlargement policy is a two-way street on which both sides must 
uphold their commitments; 

4. Notes with concern that a free trade agreement between the Eurasian Economic Union 
and the Republic of Serbia has entered into force, which risks undermining the aims of 
the Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA) and Serbia’s 2009 application for 
membership of the EU;

5. Demands strong integration efforts in order to support Western Balkan countries in 
promoting improvement of the rule of law, democracy and human rights so as to 
enhance economic competitiveness, budgetary balance and structural reform;

6. Reminds the Western Balkan countries of the importance of regional economic 
cooperation and good neighbourly relations;

7. Recalls that the EU is the largest foreign investor in the region and emphasises the need 
to give the region high priority under the EU’s Connectivity Strategy;

8. Requests that the Commission provide further technical support to the Western Balkans 
to improve the external investment framework, in particular in the areas of predictability 
and investor protection;

9. Urges the Western Balkan countries to stick to projects in the energy sector which help 
to meet climate objectives and are aligned with EU environmental legislation; 

10. Calls on the Western Balkan members of the Energy Community to fully implement all 
provisions of the Energy Community Treaty without delay.


