
PR\1161968EN.docx PE627.561v01-00

EN United in diversity EN

European Parliament
2014-2019

Committee on International Trade

2018/2010(INI)

5.9.2018

DRAFT REPORT
on the implementation of the Trade Agreement between the European Union 
and Colombia and Peru
(2018/2010(INI))

Committee on International Trade

Rapporteur: Santiago Fisas Ayxelà



PE627.561v01-00 2/6 PR\1161968EN.docx

EN

PR_INI

CONTENTS

Page

MOTION FOR A EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RESOLUTION.............................................3



PR\1161968EN.docx 3/6 PE627.561v01-00

EN

MOTION FOR A EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RESOLUTION

on the implementation of the Trade Agreement between the European Union and 
Colombia and Peru
(2018/2010(INI))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Trade Agreement between the European Union and Colombia and 
Peru1,

– having regard to the Road Map agreed between the European Parliament and the 
governments of Colombia and Peru in 2012,

– having regard to its resolution of 13 June 2012 on the EU trade agreement with 
Colombia and Peru2,

– having regard to its resolution on the accession of Ecuador to the Trade Agreement 
concluded between the EU and its Member States and Colombia and Peru3,

– having regard to Rule 52 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on International Trade and the opinion of 
the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (A8-0000/2018),

A. whereas the EU Trade Agreement with Colombia and Peru (the Agreement) is a rules-
based relationship, anchored on common values and international standards for 
sustainable development, that has the potential of having a strong positive impact on the 
socio-economic development of the parties to the Agreement, on economic integration, 
on sustainable development, and on bringing the countries and their citizens closer 
together;

B. whereas the implementation of trade agreements is a key pillar of the monitoring 
activity of the European Parliament;

1. Stresses that the strategic values of the Agreement extend beyond the sphere of trade as 
it provides a solid foundation for a deeper relationship, with long-term engagement, and 
contributes to the establishment of a strategic partnership between the EU and Latin 
America;

2. Underlines the opportunity that the Agreement offers to reinforce cooperation and 
interregional trade between Colombia, Peru and Ecuador;

3. Welcomes the integration of Ecuador into the Agreement and stresses the constructive 
role played in this process by Colombia and Peru; recalls that the Agreement is still 
open to further accessions;

1 http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2011/march/tradoc_147704.pdf
2 Texts adopted, P7_TA(2012)0249.
3 Texts adopted, P8_TA(2015)0416.
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4. Is of the opinion that the Agreement is an opportunity to foster the peace agreement in 
Colombia;

5. Welcomes the fact that the Agreement opens markets for, inter alia, goods, services, 
government procurement and investment, thereby creating new employment 
opportunities and contributing to improved working conditions and living standards by 
liberalising and expanding trade and investment;

6. Takes note that trade between the EU, Colombia and Peru has declined since the 
Agreement entered into force; is, however, of the opinion that the Agreement has 
partially offset negative trends in terms of international trade flows, declining 
commodity prices and the economic slowdown in Latin America, and has had a 
stabilising effect;

7. Welcomes the fact that EU investment stocks have increased in Colombia and in Peru, 
and points out that the EU is the biggest foreign investor in both countries;

8. Points out that the Agreement has contributed to the modernisation and diversification 
of exports from Colombia and Peru and that it has had a positive impact on Colombian 
and Peruvian SMEs;

9. Stresses that since the provisional entry into force of the Agreement, 1 155 Colombian 
companies – of which 328 are SMEs – and 2 328 new Peruvian companies – of which 
90 % are SMEs – have begun to export to the EU;

10. Takes the view that many SMEs in the EU are not aware of the opportunities that the 
Agreement brings; calls, therefore, on the Commission and the Member States to study 
the preference utilisation rate of SMEs in particular, and to take effective steps to better 
communicate the opportunities and benefits offered by the Agreement;

11. Welcomes the fact that EU exports of agricultural products to both countries have 
increased significantly since the provisional application of the Agreement;

12. Acknowledges that progress has been made on resolving trade irritants and on 
implementing most of the areas covered by the Agreement, especially as regards 
sanitary and phytosanitary matters (SPS);

13. Points out that further progress is needed on the following issues:

a) certification requirements for meat and dairy products,

b) counterfeiting, piracy, usurpation of EU geographical indication (GI) names and 
pending GI registration,

c) discriminatory taxes applied to imported spirits;

14. Notes the positive attitude the authorities of both countries have shown in cooperating 
to find quick solution to the remaining unresolved trade irritants;

15. Notes that both countries have raised specific concerns about their ability to meet 
certain food safety standards required for the EU market, in particular as regards recent 
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EU legislative proposals on cadmium levels in cacao, endocrine disruptors, novel foods, 
and palm oil, which risk having a social impact in some of the countries’ poorest areas, 
where such production tends to be concentrated;

16. Insists on the effective implementation of the specific provisions related to the road map 
on human, environmental and labour rights, as called for in its resolution of 13 June 
2012 on the EU trade agreement with Colombia and Peru, such as enforcing and 
implementing legislation and policy measures that guarantee freedom of association, the 
right to bargain collectively and strict labour inspections;

17. Acknowledges that an agreement concluded in 2017 between the Colombian 
Government and the public sector trade unions brought about improvements for more 
than one million workers;

18. Welcomes the fact that, according to the OECD’s Trade Union Advisory Committee, 
there has been an increase in the number of inspectors in Colombia; calls on the 
Commission and the EEAS to support Colombia in its efforts to strengthen labour 
inspections, which represent an enormous challenge for the Colombian Government 
given that the state had lost control of parts of the country during the long armed 
conflict, and expects that additional and effective controls are carried out, especially in 
rural areas;

19. Expresses its concerns over the effective implementation in Peru of certain aspects of 
the chapter on trade and sustainable development (TSD) with regard to both labour and 
environmental provisions, and especially as regards the implementation of ILO 
conventions 87 and 98, which are fundamental;

20. Is of the opinion that dialogue between representatives of EU, Colombian and Peruvian 
civil society on the TSD provisions of the Agreement is a useful means of identifying 
outstanding problems and encouraging governments to make further progress with a 
view to complying with important international social, labour and environmental 
standards;

21. Stresses, therefore, the need for transparent and inclusive consultation mechanisms to 
ensure that Colombia and Peru abide by recognised labour and environmental protection 
standards;

22. Welcomes the decision of Colombia to create a consultation group independent of the 
government; calls on Peru to establish a similarly independent domestic advisory group;

23. Calls on the Commission to continue to implement fully the 15-point plan to make TSD 
chapters more effective;

24. Recalls that legislative changes that could lead to a lowering of the level of 
environmental protection with the aim of promoting foreign direct investment is not in 
compliance with the Agreement;

25. Is concerned that Peru has exceeded the threshold under the Banana Stabilisation 
Mechanism of the Agreement;
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26. Welcomes Colombia’s accession to the OECD on 30 May 2018, in what amounts to a 
recognition of the important reforms the country has undertaken, such as by reforming 
its justice system, improving its governance of state-owned enterprises and complying 
with the OECD Anti-Bribery Convention; encourages Peru to continue its reforms 
under the Country Programme agreement with the OECD;

27. Stresses the importance of further enhancing international cooperation in the 
multilateral, plurilateral and regional international framework, in the context of the 
WTO, such as in relation to negotiations on the Environmental Goods Agreement 
(EGA) and the Trade in Services Agreement (TiSA);

28. Calls on Austria and Belgium to ratify the Agreement, and calls on those Member States 
that have not yet done so to ratify the accession of Ecuador to the Agreement;

29. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council and the Commission, and 
to the Governments of Colombia and Peru.


