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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Believes that the 2016 budget should focus on initiatives that contribute to smart, 
innovative, sustainable and inclusive growth and employment across the Union and that 
programmes contributing directly to these objectives should be given priority when 
budgetary decisions are made; is concerned by the significant cuts in previous budgetary 
procedures;

2. Emphasises that Horizon 2020 and other EU support for research and innovation have a 
clear European added value in particular by funding collaborative research on great 
societal challenges and by creating critical mass for achieving scientific breakthroughs; 
expects that the rules have been simplified in order to make the procedures less complex 
for recipients of support;

3. Encourages the Member States to earmark a greater percentage of GDP for research, so as 
to reach the goal of investing 3 % of national GDP in research and innovation as set by the 
Europe 2020 strategy, and emphasises that EU programmes under the Europe 2020 
strategy which are effective in producing sustainable growth and jobs should not be cut; 
and their budgets should be respected as agreed under the Multiannual Financial 
Framework (MFF);

4. Draws attention to the need for funding under the Horizon 2020 framework programme to 
be shared out in a more even-handed way among the Member States and to the fact that 
several cohesion countries are net contributors to the framework programme; points out 
that the ‘Innovation Union’ initiative has to involve all countries and regions and that 
there must be no ‘innovation divide’ between more innovative countries and regions and 
the rest;

5. Stresses the need for efficient use of the budget; calls for a detailed assessment of all 
budget lines and for better ex-post verification of funding allocations;

6. Notes the considerable impact on the 2016 budget of the European Fund for Strategic 
Investments (EFSI); believes that the financing for Horizon 2020 and the Connecting 
Europe Facility (CEF) must be fully maintained and must in no way be affected by the 
funding of the EFSI and that Member States must be provided with every form of 
assistance they need in order to fully utilise those resources;

7. Emphasises the need to provide greater support to micro, small, and medium-sized 
enterprises (MSMEs) and start-ups in order to boost their productivity within a stable 
business environment in the European economy;

8. Stresses that the commitments agreed in the Multiannual Financial Framework 2014-2020 
should be met in full; expresses concern at the unacceptable and growing number of 
unpaid invoices; notes that interest on late payments in 2014 has risen more than 
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sevenfold since 2012; calls for immediate action to reduce the backlog of outstanding 
payment claims; reminds the Council and the Commission to bear in mind the 
unavoidable link between commitments and payments when making decisions on the 
2016 EU budget;

9. Stresses that funding for investment, research, development and innovation should be 
focused on areas in which the greatest added value can be achieved, such as in improving 
energy efficiency, ICT, grants for basic research, and low-carbon and renewable energy 
technologies;

10. Emphasises that greater priority must be given to parts of the budget earmarked for 
increasing Europe’s security of supply by supporting the deployment of renewable energy 
and building a network of electricity interconnectors to ensure a free flow of energy 
between Member States, ensure Member States’ compatibility with European electricity 
grids and support EU energy market integration;

11. Calls on the Commission to provide the necessary financial resources for investment in 
fast and ultra-fast broadband network infrastructure, not least by supporting smart cities, 
to be created through partnerships between local authorities and operators;

12. Encourages the Commission to come forward with an ambitious but realistic proposal on 
the circular economy, which should be reflected in the 2016 budget in particular to 
stimulate research and innovation;

13. Stresses that the transition towards a circular, low-carbon economy is an absolute 
necessity; emphasises that not only should sufficient funds be made available to 
accommodate that transition, but Union-funded projects should not have a negative impact 
on it;

14. Encourages the Commission to explore ways to underpin a new industrial policy strategy 
for creative and cultural industries in the Union, such as through pilot projects within the 
sector;

15. Insists that the Agency for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators (ACER) be provided 
with sufficient resources to be able to execute the additional tasks and fulfil the mandate 
conferred on it by the EU legislative authorities and fully implement and enforce the 
provisions of the Regulation on Energy Market Integrity and Transparency (REMIT); 
warns that not doing so would have a serious negative impact on trust in the EU 
institutions’ ability to fulfil their role, on consumer confidence in the Union’s energy 
market and on the price of energy for consumers; believes that this should also apply with 
respect to the competences of the Body of European Regulators of Electronic 
Communications (BEREC);

16. Calls on the Commission to ensure that completing the digital single market include 
digital access and connectivity for all EU citizens and that resources be devoted in the 
Commission’s strategy to overcome geographical remoteness and barriers to access 
among disadvantaged groups.
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