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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on International 
Trade, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the Commission’s ‘Trade for All: Towards a more responsible trade and 
investment policy’ initiative; notes that 90 % of world economic growth over the next 10-
15 years will come from outside the EU and that large emerging economies will play a 
major role in this; considers trade and investment in goods and services to be of critical 
importance in driving the EU’s economic growth by opening up new export markets for 
EU industry, creating high-quality jobs and sustainable, environment-friendly growth and 
boosting EU competitiveness; underlines therefore the need for Europe to have a solid 
forward-looking strategy that builds on a coherent industrial policy, research and 
innovation and the digital agenda;

2. Emphasises that trade and investment policies must be aimed at opening up new market 
access for EU businesses in order to contribute to sustainable economic growth and to the 
creation of high-quality jobs with decent working conditions, and that these policies 
should be drawn up in such a way as to be in line with a reindustrialisation strategy based 
on fair competition and reciprocity and to ensure a level playing field for EU industries;

3. Notes the growing importance of services for international trade and the stronger 
interlinkages between services, manufacturing and foreign direct investment as global 
value chains become ever more significant; believes that this interconnectivity has to be 
considered in all trade negotiations for European industry to enjoy the full benefits;

4. Stresses the importance of SMEs and start-ups to trade and investment, in parallel to their 
strategic industrial importance, given that there are more than 600 000 SMEs which 
engage in trade outside the EU, accounting for one third of EU exports, employing more 
than 6 million people and representing the majority of job creation in Europe; stresses the 
importance of transition periods to allow industry and SMEs to adjust to the impacts of 
new trade agreements; calls for future trade agreements to systematically devote specific 
chapters to SMEs; calls on the Commission to provide user-friendly information on trade 
opportunities for SMEs and to provide them with support to benefit from these 
opportunities, including through EU structural funds;

5. Recalls that trade policy is a tool for promoting sustainable development, including 
through the promotion of high work, environmental, social and labour standards, as 
defined by the ILO Conventions, which should be incorporated into all trade agreements, 
and that their adequate application should be closely monitored; welcomes the 
Commission’s call to promote an ambitious and innovative sustainable development 
chapter in all trade and investment agreements;

6. Stresses the importance of maintaining the high standards in terms of health and safety 
legislation and environmental standards in EU industry and manufacturing; calls on the 
Commission to ensure that trade agreements consolidate these standards and help create a 
level playing field internationally;
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7. Calls on the Commission to take action to ensure compliance with European standards in 
trade with third countries;

8. Highlights the EU’s leadership in climate action and considers it crucial that ambition is 
maintained in this regard; stresses, therefore, the importance of including safeguards in 
trade agreements that prevent carbon leakage, given that the displacement of efficient EU 
processes to less sustainable systems could lead to increases in overall global emissions, 
which would be counterproductive to meeting the objectives outlined at COP21;

9. Stresses the need to prevent the EU’s trading partners from engaging in anti-competitive 
practices, including social or environmental dumping, in particular the dumping of cheap 
products in Europe, and protectionist and discriminatory measures that put EU standards 
at risk and destabilise European industry, and the need for the EU to take all necessary 
measures to defend itself against unfair trading practices; is concerned, in this context, 
about the possible granting of market economy status (MES) to China, and asks the 
Commission for a detailed and comprehensive impact assessment evaluating the possible 
scenarios in the context of the MES for China, paying special attention to its effects on the 
EU’s manufacturing sectors, consumers, investment policies and competitiveness, 
including as regards SMEs; urges the Commission to include in its Work Programme the 
development of effective, updated legislative tools allowing the EU to prevent such 
practices, which are heavily affecting our industrial recovery and our capacity to invest, 
innovate and compete;

10. Urges the Commission and the Council, in the light of the rapidly deteriorating situation in 
crucial industrial sectors, such as steel or ceramics, to expedite as a matter of priority the 
reform of the EU’s trade defence instruments initiated in 2013 in order to improve their 
reactivity and effectiveness and to tackle unfair competition; stresses that Parliament 
adopted its position on this reform on 5 February 2014 (2013/0103(COD)), which called 
in particular for shortening the duration of anti-dumping investigations, in full compliance 
with WTO rules;

11. Recalls that China’s gaining market economy status would under the current conditions 
make it more difficult to launch anti-dumping procedures directed at Chinese exports;

12. Calls on the Commission, in the development of its trade and investment policies, to avoid 
the delocalisation of European manufacturing facilities to outside the EU, in order to 
maintain jobs in the EU Member States;

13. Considers that the Commission, when negotiating free trade agreements, should ensure 
that distortive practices such as dual pricing mechanisms and export restrictions on raw 
materials are prohibited;

14. Points out that, in the case of all the base metal industries that are strategic to our 
economy, there is a situation of global competition; considers it urgent for the 
Commission, when defining relevant markets, to take the global market as a reference and 
not to limit its analysis simply to the internal market;

15. Notes the requirement in the Commission’s ‘Investment Plan for Europe’ to boost 
investment within the EU, and considers trade strategies to be an essential means of 
achieving this goal;
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16. Believes that forward-looking trade and investment policies play a significant role in the 
development of the telecoms market, copyright and the digital economy in Europe and 
bring clear benefits to EU consumers and businesses, including SMEs; emphasises that a 
Digital Single Market is vital to boosting EU competitiveness and economic growth; 
stresses that a level playing field must be ensured in terms of reciprocity in market access 
and that non-EU market actors must comply with European industry and consumer 
standards; calls on the Commission to address existing trade barriers in the digital 
economy, cross-border data flows, data storage and data and consumer protection in future 
trade and investment agreements, so as to ensure that the digital economy can continue to 
adapt and grow for the benefit of consumers; calls on the Commission to ensure that 
European data protection legislation is not affected by current and future trade 
agreements;

17. Calls on the Commission to ensure that the right to enforce existing intellectual property 
legislation is preserved in future trade agreements, particularly in the area of technology 
transfer;

18. Calls on the Commission to encourage European research bodies to engage more actively 
with potential partners outside the EU in order to optimise investment in research and 
innovation and avoid a brain drain; calls on the Commission to enhance regional 
cooperation in research;

19. Emphasises the need to step up global efforts to further develop clean energy technologies 
in the move towards a low-carbon economy, and therefore encourages the Commission to 
enhance cooperation on energy research, development and innovation activities with 
trading partners;

20. Calls on the Commission to promote the diversification of energy suppliers, routes and 
sources through the identification of new energy trading partners and through regional 
cooperation, thereby creating increased competition and bringing about lower prices for 
European energy consumers; stresses that the development of renewables and the 
promotion of energy efficiency are crucial to increasing energy security and reducing 
import dependency; highlights the importance of including in free trade agreements 
provisions aimed at building sustainable energy partnerships and enhancing technological 
cooperation, especially in the field of renewables and energy efficiency; recommends that 
new trade agreements should include a chapter on energy and raw materials;

21. Welcomes the Commission communication on an EU strategy for liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) and gas storage; considers the recent global natural gas market developments to 
represent an enormous opportunity for Europe to increase security of energy supply and 
create a more competitive market; calls for the swift completion of the projects of 
common interest (PCI) so as to ensure that the correct infrastructure is in place to benefit 
from these increased gas trade opportunities;

22. Highlights the importance of reaching a ‘dynamic’ agreement on the environmental 
(green) goods currently under negotiation, ensuring that the agreement can later be opened 
for more WTO partners to join and in the future include green services, thus promoting 
the European green tech industry, helping to meet the climate and energy targets agreed in 
the Paris 2015 climate agreement, strengthening security of energy supply in the EU and 
reducing dependency on fossil fuels;
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23. Calls on the Commission to promote gender equality and black, Asian and minority ethnic 
(BAME) equality in the development of trade and investment policies.
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