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MOTION FOR A EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RESOLUTION 

on EU strategy for liquefied natural gas and gas storage 

(2016/2059(INI)) 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to the Commission communication on an EU strategy for liquefied 

natural gas and gas storage (COM(2016)0049), 

– having regard to the Commission communication entitled ‘A Framework Strategy for a 

Resilient Energy Union with a Forward-Looking Climate Change Policy’ 

(COM(2015)0080) and the annexes thereto, 

– having regard to Rule 52 of its Rules of Procedure, 

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy and the 

opinions of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the Committee on the Environment, 

Public Health and Food Safety and the Committee on Transport and Tourism 

(A8-0000/2016), 

A. whereas gas is expected to continue to play an important role in the EU energy system 

for decades, especially in industrial production and as a source of heat in buildings, 

while the EU meets its ambitious targets on greenhouse gas emissions, energy 

efficiency and renewables and makes the transition to a low-carbon economy; 

B. whereas European gas import dependency in the upcoming years is expected to grow 

and in certain Member States has already reached 100 % in cases where there are no or 

limited numbers of alternative suppliers or supply routes; 

C. whereas liquefied natural gas (LNG) presents an opportunity for Europe both in terms 

of increasing competitiveness by exerting downward pressure on natural gas prices and 

increasing supply security; whereas natural gas is also a flexible backup to renewables 

in electricity production; 

D. whereas the EU, as the second largest LNG importer in the world, should exploit more 

opportunities in the international energy diplomacy arena; 

E. whereas the EU is still not able to fully exploit the benefits of an integrated internal 

energy market due to a lack of key gas infrastructure that would properly connect the 

markets and due to incomplete implementation of the Third Energy Package; 

F. whereas the framework strategy for a resilient Energy Union with a forward-looking 

climate change policy defines as a priority supply security, diversification, sustainability 

goals and promotes more competitive energy prices; 

Introduction 

1. Welcomes the Commission communication entitled ‘An EU strategy for liquefied 

natural gas and gas storage’; believes that an internal energy market which fully 
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integrates LNG and gas storage will play a significant role in achieving the ultimate 

objective of a resilient Energy Union; 

2. Agrees with the assessment of the Commission that Member States in the Baltic region 

and in central and south-eastern Europe, and Ireland – despite the huge infrastructure 

development efforts realised by certain Member States – are still dependent on a single 

supplier and are exposed to supply shocks and disruptions; 

3. Acknowledges that the availability of LNG, including supporting pipeline 

infrastructure, in these Member States could significantly improve the current supply 

security situation not only in physical but also in economic terms, contributing to more 

competitive energy prices; 

4. Urges the Commission and the Member States to promote and incentivise a more 

efficient and better use of existing infrastructure, including gas storage; 

Completing missing infrastructure 

LNG infrastructure 

5. Recalls that even though the EU as a whole is sufficiently supplied with LNG 

regasification terminals and in recent years a low utilisation rate has characterised the 

terminals as a result of recent market trends, non-optimal distribution of LNG terminals 

presents a challenge, and access to LNG in the most vulnerable Member States should 

be supported; 

6. Underlines that priority should be given to market-based solutions and to the utilisation 

of existing LNG infrastructure on a regional level; 

7. Stresses that in order to avoid stranded assets, a careful analysis of LNG supply 

alternatives and options in a regional perspective should be carried out before deciding 

about new infrastructure in order to guarantee the most efficient use of existing 

infrastructure; 

8. Stresses the importance of regional cooperation when building new LNG terminals and 

underlines that Member States with access to the sea should cooperate closely with 

landlocked countries; 

9. Urges the Commission and the Member States to fully implement key projects of 

common interest (PCIs), and to assign high priority to projects identified by the three 

regional high-level groups; stresses that building LNG terminals is not sufficient – 

supporting pipeline infrastructure with appropriate tariffs is indispensable for the 

benefits to be realised outside the receiving countries; 

10. Supports the Commission proposal in the ongoing revision of the Security of Supply 

Regulation to review the existing reverse flow exemptions on interconnectors and 

endorses the increased role of the Agency for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators 

(ACER) in the process; 

Storage infrastructure 
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11. Recalls that geology is a major determining factor when developing new gas storages 

and notes the current excess capacities in European gas storages; stresses that regional 

cooperation could significantly improve the utilisation rate of existing gas storages; 

12. Emphasises that a more extensive use of Ukraine’s storage capacity will only be 

possible if an appropriate, stable commercial and legal framework and the integrity of 

supply infrastructure is guaranteed in Ukraine; 

Connecting LNG and storage to markets 

13. Emphasises the importance of the work of regional high-level groups, such as the 

Central East South Europe Gas Connectivity (CESEC), Baltic Energy Market 

Interconnection Plan (BEMIP) and South-West Europe high level groups; believes that 

this type of voluntary-based regional coordination is highly effective and welcomes the 

facilitating role of the Commission in these arrangements, and at the same time stresses 

the need for pragmatic and timely execution of the approved action plans and urges a 

close follow-up of the implementation; 

14. Stresses the importance of finding cost efficient energy supply options to increase 

supply security in the Member States on the periphery of the EU, such as Cyprus, Malta 

and Ireland, which are not well connected to the internal energy market; 

15. Supports the Commission’s ambition to provide more information and assistance to 

project promoters on various project financing options, such as the European Fund for 

Strategic Investments (EFSI), the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF), the European 

Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and on various technical solutions; 

16. Notes that finding cost efficient solutions should be a key principle in reaching the EU 

and regional optimum and calls on the Commission, the Member States and national 

regulatory authorities to allocate the limited available resources to the development of 

critical infrastructure; 

17. Expresses concern at the proposed doubling of capacity of the Nord Stream pipeline, 

and the effects this would have on energy security and diversification of supply sources 

and the principle of solidarity among Member States; highlights that the project runs 

contrary to the underlying principles of a fully integrated, secure, competitive and 

sustainable Energy Union and as such should not benefit from the EU’s financial 

support or from derogations from EU law; 

18. Considers that if, contrary to European interests, Nord Stream 2 were to be built, the 

importance of enabling access to LNG terminals and completing the North-South Gas 

Corridor in central and south-eastern Europe will significantly increase; 

Completing the internal gas market: commercial, legal and regulatory aspects 

Making the EU an attractive market for LNG 

19. Urges the Member States to fully implement the Third Energy Package and gas network 

codes; 



 

PE582.327v01-00 6/7 PR\1094787EN.doc 

EN 

20. Highlights the important role that liquid gas hubs play on the gas markets; 

21. Insists that the completion of the internal gas market and the elimination of regulatory 

obstacles would greatly improve the liquidity of gas markets; urges stakeholders to 

finalise the network code on rules regarding harmonised transmission tariff structures 

for gas as soon as possible; 

22. Recalls the continuous need for active cooperation between the national regulatory 

authorities; 

Gas storage in the internal market 

23. Highlights the need to develop harmonised tariff structures across the EU and to 

increase transparency in tariff definition in order to reach a higher utilisation rate of 

existing gas storages and takes the view that the network code on rules regarding 

harmonised transmission tariff structures for gas should take into consideration the need 

for harmonisation; 

24. Supports the Commission’s proposal to enable the deployment of bio-methane and other 

renewable gases which comply with relevant EU quality standards in gas transmission, 

distribution and storage; emphasises that this should not put additional burden on the 

industry; recommends, in this respect, the consideration of technical parameters, gas 

quality, cost efficiency, economies of scale and possible local or regional grid solutions; 

25. Encourages storage operators and national regulatory authorities to develop new 

flexible products and services in order to make storing more attractive and to create the 

still missing technical, regulatory and market conditions in order to maximise the 

utilisation of existing storages; 

Optimising the role of storage for security of gas supply 

26. Highlights the role of immediate, high-flexibility services that gas storage offers and 

points out the different role that storage can play during a supply disruption compared 

to LNG where logistics in the supply chain are rather rigid on such a short-term basis; 

27. Underlines the importance of eliminating regulatory barriers to developing regional 

storage concepts; believes that certain storages could offer tailor-made international 

services, i.e. storage services tied with cross-border transportation; proposes that the 

regional high-level groups cooperate more extensively to find innovative solutions on 

how to use strategically valuable assets effectively at regional and European level; 

The EU as a player on international LNG markets 

28. Notes the emerging global trend for increasing liquefaction capacity and its expected 

positive effect on the European gas markets; 

29. Urges the Commission and the European External Action Service to actively pursue the 

approved Energy Diplomacy Action Plan and to promote a rule-based, transparent and 

well-functioning global gas market; 

30. Stresses the necessity of eliminating all barriers to global free trade of LNG; urges, in 
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this context, US policy makers to increase investment certainty by introducing clear 

criteria and deadlines in the authorisation process for gas exports to non-FTA countries; 

Sustainability and the use of LNG as an alternative fuel in transport, heat and power 

31. Acknowledges the potential of LNG as a sustainable fuel, both in road and maritime 

transport; underlines that wider use of LNG in freight transport could contribute to the 

decrease of global CO2 emissions; 

32. Notes that the use of small-scale LNG technology in certain areas, such as long-range 

transportation or industrial high performance applications, might not only contribute to 

climate policy objectives but could also result in significant business advantage; 

33. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 

Member States, Energy Community Secretariat and the Contracting Parties of the 

Energy Community. 


