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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs calls on the Committee on 
Budgetary Control, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
into its motion for a resolution:

1. Expresses the need for the Commission to publish its second Anti-Corruption Report, 
which was due for publication in early 2016;

2. Expresses its concerns about the significant increase (18 % on a yearly basis) in the level 
of reported fraudulent activity and about the rising trend displayed over the last three years, 
which shows a need for further policy action to protect EU financial interests;

3. Reaffirms that coordination and cooperation at EU level and between EU bodies and the 
Member States’ competent authorities can generate genuine added value in the fight 
against fraud;

4. Welcomes positive examples of good cooperation between national authorities, Eurojust 
and Europol in the fight against fraud and organised crime;

5. Expresses deep concern about the budgetary cuts, and the consequent decrease in customs 
staff, being implemented in some Member States;

6. Reiterates that effective customs controls are a key element in protecting EU financial 
interests and that budgetary measures should not prevent the Member States’ authorities 
from carrying out their missions;

7. Stresses that whistle-blowers play an important role in the protection of the EU’s financial 
interests by detecting, reporting and preventing possible frauds in respect of EU budget 
expenditures; calls, therefore, on the Commission to take legislative action with the aim of 
setting up a European protection framework for whistle-blowers as soon as possible;

 8. Reiterates its call on the Council to resume immediately the negotiations with Parliament 
on the Directive on the protection of the financial interests of the Union (PIF Directive); 
recalls that the PIF Directive is an essential instrument in fighting fraud, corruption, 
money laundering and other illegal activities affecting the EU’s financial interests; 
considers that, in the light of the judgment of the Court of Justice of the European Union 
in case C-105/14, Taricco and Others, the inclusion of VAT in the scope of the directive 
is inevitable and imperative, since VAT fraud is linked with organised crime and results in 
funds leaving the European Union;

9. Stresses the need for all relevant Member State authorities, including customs authorities, 
and the relevant Union agencies, including the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF), to 
cooperate fully and exchange information on a regular basis in order to help close the gaps 
in tackling VAT fraud; in this regard, calls on the Member States to report regularly to the 
Commission on detected fraud and any new forms of irregularities;

10. Recalls that adoption of the PIF Directive is an essential prerequisite for the adoption of 
the proposed Regulation on the European Public Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO), which 
would establish a Union prosecution office to investigate, prosecute and bring to court the 
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perpetrators of criminal offences affecting the EU’s financial interests;

11. Encourages the Council to finalise its position on the EPPO to allow for adoption of the 
EPPO Regulation as soon as possible, taking into account the position adopted by 
Parliament in its resolution of 5 October 2016; recalls that Parliament has requested to be 
kept fully informed throughout the procedure and that it will be required to give its 
consent to the text agreed in the Council;

12. Reiterates that the EPPO must be independent, endowed with sufficient resources to act 
effectively, efficiently and swiftly, and required to act at all times in full compliance with 
the procedural rights of suspects and accused persons; calls on the Council to tackle the 
possible adverse effects of the so-called ‘national link’ by including a provision allowing 
for derogation from the national link on grounds related to the proper functioning of the 
EPPO; stresses the need to ensure that the division of competences between the EPPO and 
Member States is clear and consistent with the role of the EPPO as a Union body; points 
out that establishing the EPPO will require effective coordination with Eurojust, Europol 
and OLAF; encourages the Member States to provide appropriate procedures for whistle-
blowers to disclose information on possible irregularities affecting the financial interests 
of the Union, in accordance with their national laws; notes, in this regard, that the new 
Eurojust Regulation will have an important role to play in ensuring the functioning of 
those structures;

13. Encourages the Commission to promote an increased exchange of best practices, to 
promote legal and operational means to analyse successful anti-fraud investigation, and to 
promote harmonised fraud detection practices across the Union.
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