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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs calls on the Committee on 

Budgetary Control, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 

into its motion for a resolution: 

1. Welcomes the Court of Auditors' conclusions that the annual accounts of the European 

Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (“the Agency”) present fairly its financial position 

on 31 December 2015 and that its transactions are legal and regular; 

2. Welcomes the very low level of cancelled carry-overs (less than 2 %) and the very high 

level of consumption of its Union subsidies (99 %); agrees that this is an indicator of good 

planning and management; notes, however, that the level of carry-overs of committed 

appropriations was high (70 %) for expenditure but acknowledges that this is as a result of 

the nature of activities of the Agency that involve procuring studies that span over many 

months, often beyond year-end; 

3. Welcomes the fact that during 2015 the Agency strongly focused on fundamental rights 

issues related to the situation of refugees and migrants coming to the Union as 

demonstrated, in particular, by the Agency’s opinion on fundamental rights in the 

'hotspots' set up in Greece and Italy; acknowledges especially that the Agency 

considerably stepped up its activities in the area of immigration and integration of 

migrants and visa, border control and asylum procedures; 

4. Welcomes the fact that in 2015 the Agency continued with its research on the situation of 

Roma in the Union and thus contributed to monitoring the efficiency and shortcomings of 

the integration policies of the Union and those of its Member States; especially welcomes 

the research-based policy recommendations of the Agency concerning the successful fight 

against anti-Gypsyism and the fight for the social inclusion of Roma. 

5. Regrets the fact that the Agency's mandate still limits its role as regards the support for 

fundamental rights; stresses that the Agency should be able to offer opinions on legislative 

proposals on its own initiative and that its remit should extend to all areas of rights 

protected under the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, including, for 

instance, issues of police and judicial cooperation; 

6. Welcomes the solid output of the Agency; notes that it organised 60 events bringing 

together its key partners and stakeholders to discuss fundamental rights issues in various 

thematic areas; acknowledges that the Agency offered its expertise at 240 presentations 

and hearings and that it published its research in 32 reports and papers; recalls the fact that 

the Agency formulated 122 opinions in response to requests from Member States, Union 

institutions and other international organisations; further welcomes its pro-active approach 

towards the European Parliament; 

7. Welcomes the continued efforts of the Agency to present its findings in an accessible 

manner via social media platforms, reaching a wide audience; strongly encourages further 

dissemination of the works of the Agency via online platforms. 

8. Calls on the Agency to adopt internal binding rules for the protection of whistle-blowers 
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according to Article 22c of the EU Staff Regulations which came into force on 1 January 

2014. 

9. Recommends the inclusion of the proposed new thematic areas of police cooperation and 

judicial cooperation in criminal matters in the new Multiannual Framework, currently 

under negotiation; highlights the fact that, following the entry into force of the Treaty of 

Lisbon, police cooperation and judicial cooperation in criminal matters have become part 

of the law of the Union and are therefore covered by the scope of the tasks of the Agency. 
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