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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs calls on the Committee on 

International Trade, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 

into its motion for a resolution: 

A. whereas, in accordance with Article 207 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European 

Union, the common commercial policy is pursued within the framework of the principles 

and objectives of the EU’s external action and those of Article 3 and Article 5 of the 

Treaty on European Union, in particular sustainable development, eradication of poverty, 

consolidation and support for democracy, the rule of law, the protection of human rights 

and the principles of international law; 

B. whereas the Customs Union (CU) facilitates the movement of goods, and consequently a 

visa regime should be put in place to enable the free movement of people; 

C. whereas, since the implementation of the CU in 1995, the value of bilateral trade between 

the EU and Turkey has increased more than fourfold, and whereas productivity gains in 

Turkey and the alignment process with the EU acquis have been stimulated by the CU; 

D. whereas the CU shows deficiencies and asymmetries in its functioning, which stem from 

the fact that its adoption was originally conceived as an intermediate step towards the full 

accession of Turkey to the EU in a relatively short period, and whereas the CU is 

increasingly less able to address the changing dynamics of global trade integration; 

E. whereas the 2014 World Bank evaluation of the EU-Turkey Customs Union highlights 

among other things that some major sectors such as services, agriculture, public 

procurement and energy remain excluded from the CU; 

F. whereas the EU launched the Visa Liberalisation Dialogue with Turkey on 16 December 

2013, which is based on the Visa Liberalisation Roadmap, a document setting out the 

requirements that Turkey needs to meet in order to enable the Commission to propose to 

the European Parliament and the Council an amendment to Council Regulation (EC) No 

539/2001 allowing Turkish citizens to travel without a visa for short stays of up to 90 days 

within any 180-day period for business, tourism or family purposes, in the Schengen Area; 

G. whereas the Fourth Report on the Progress made on the Implementation of the EU - 

Turkey Statement notes that seven benchmarks of the Visa Liberalisation Roadmap still 

need to be met, including issuing biometric travel documents fully compatible with EU 

standards, revising legislation and practices on terrorism in line with EU standards, 

aligning legislation on personal data protection and implementing the EU-Turkey 

Readmission Agreement; whereas the EU Member States issued a total of 862 184 

uniform visas to Turkish nationals in 2015, 508 589 of which were multiple-entry uniform 

visas; 

1. Recognises that by enhancing two-way trade, economic integration, regulatory 

harmonisation and investment flows, the CU has been highly beneficial for both Turkey 

and the EU; 

2. Considers that modernising and balancing the CU would involve benefits for both parties 
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and that the CU is one of the instruments to keep Turkey anchored to the EU; recognises 

that the full benefits of the CU cannot be reaped as long as Turkey does not fully 

implement all its obligations concerning the additional Ankara Protocol of the EU-Turkey 

Association Agreement and if Turkey does not implement the CU in a non-discriminatory 

manner with regard to all 28 Member States; 

3. Notes that upgrading the CU is important for Turkey; stresses that suspending work on 

upgrading the CU would have serious economic consequences for the country; 

4. Notes that, according to the World Bank Group Report on the EU-Turkey Customs Union, 

Turkey’s exports to the EU contribute most to employment creation in the country; 

5.  Notes that the current Dispute Settlement Mechanism is ineffective; therefore calls for the 

institution of an efficient mechanism for resolving bilateral trade disputes; 

6. Notes that the free movement of technical and management professionals is essential for 

deeper economic integration in the CU, provided that security and public order 

requirements are respected; considers the inclusion of services in the CU as an important 

element of the trade negotiations; recognises that the need for visas for business travellers, 

especially for owners of small and medium-sized businesses, and the lack of long-term 

multiple-entry visas is perceived as being restrictive on trade in goods, and even more so 

in the potential event of inclusion of the provision of services in the CU; 

7. Acknowledges that visa-free travel or the creation of a long-term multiple-entry visa for 

business travellers would have a positive impact on bilateral trade; 

8. Recalls the need for Turkey to meet all 72 benchmarks in order for visa liberalisation to 

take place regardless of the modernisation process of the CU; considers that the criteria 

for visa liberalisation should never be bent for political or any other reasons; stresses that 

visa liberalisation should be dealt with as a separate process from the enhanced CU; 

9. Considers that respect for the rule of law, democracy and fundamental rights must be an 

important element of an enhanced CU; stresses that respect for fundamental rights and the 

rule of law is not only important for Turkish citizens, but also for businesses and 

investors. 

  



 

AD\1116977EN.docx 5/6 PE595.635v02-00 

 EN 

RESULT OF FINAL VOTE IN COMMITTEE ASKED FOR OPINION 

Date adopted 9.2.2017    

Result of final vote +: 

–: 

0: 

31 

8 

0 

Members present for the final vote Michał Boni, Caterina Chinnici, Agustín Díaz de Mera García 

Consuegra, Tanja Fajon, Kinga Gál, Ana Gomes, Nathalie Griesbeck, 

Sylvie Guillaume, Monika Hohlmeier, Eva Joly, Dietmar Köster, 

Barbara Kudrycka, Cécile Kashetu Kyenge, Marju Lauristin, Juan 

Fernando López Aguilar, Monica Macovei, Roberta Metsola, Péter 

Niedermüller, Soraya Post, Judith Sargentini, Birgit Sippel, Branislav 

Škripek, Sergei Stanishev, Helga Stevens, Traian Ungureanu, Bodil 

Valero, Marie-Christine Vergiat, Udo Voigt, Josef Weidenholzer, 

Kristina Winberg, Tomáš Zdechovský 

Substitutes present for the final vote Andrea Bocskor, Jeroen Lenaers, Nadine Morano, Morten Helveg 

Petersen, Emil Radev, Axel Voss 

Substitutes under Rule 200(2) present 

for the final vote 

Josu Juaristi Abaunz, Georg Mayer 

 
  



 

PE595.635v02-00 6/6 AD\1116977EN.docx 

EN 

FINAL VOTE BY ROLL CALL IN COMMITTEE ASKED FOR OPINION 

31 + 

ALDE Nathalie Griesbeck, Morten Helveg Petersen 

ECR Monica Macovei, Helga Stevens, Branislav Škripek 

PPE  Andrea Bocskor, Michał Boni, Agustín Díaz de Mera García Consuegra, Kinga Gál, Monika Hohlmeier, 

Barbara Kudrycka, Jeroen Lenaers, Roberta Metsola, Nadine Morano, Emil Radev, Traian Ungureanu, Axel 

Voss, Tomáš Zdechovský 

S&D Caterina Chinnici, Tanja Fajon, Ana Gomes, Sylvie Guillaume, Cécile Kashetu Kyenge, Dietmar Köster, 
Marju Lauristin, Juan Fernando López Aguilar, Péter Niedermüller, Soraya Post, Birgit Sippel, Sergei 

Stanishev, Josef Weidenholzer 

 

8 - 

EFDD Kristina Winberg 

ENF Georg Mayer 

GUE/NGL Josu Juaristi Abaunz, Marie-Christine Vergiat 

Verts/ALE Eva Joly, Judith Sargentini, Bodil Valero 

NI Udo Voigt 

 

0 0 

  

 

Key to symbols: 

+ : in favour 

- : against 

0 : abstention 

 

 


