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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs calls on the Committee on 
Budgetary Control, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
into its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the Court of Auditors' conclusions that the annual accounts of the European 
Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (“The Centre”) present fairly its 
financial position on 31 December 2017 and that its transactions are legal and regular; 
welcomes especially the lack of remarks of the Court of Auditors regarding the financial 
execution of the 2017 budget of the Centre;

2. Notes that the accounting officer of the Centre currently administratively reports to the 
Head of Administration/Corporate Services instead of the Director of the Centre as 
advised by the Court of Auditors for all decentralised agencies; notes that according to
the Centre the current reporting line is adapted to its size and does not affect the 
independence of the accounting officer; requests nevertheless that the Centre strictly 
follows the recommendation of the Court of Auditors and makes its accounting officer’s 
report directly to the  Director of the Centre for administrative matters and to the 
Management Board for functional aspects; encourages the Centre to delegate its 
accounting functions to the accounting officer of the Commission on a contractual basis 
as this will increase the efficiency of the preparation of the annual accounts and ensure 
their reliability;

3. Regrets that the recommendation of the Internal Audit Service (IAS) in January 2016 to 
improve the Centre’s management of IT projects could not be closed at the end of 2017; 
insists specifically that the Centre develops an overarching long-term strategic vision 
for IT systems supporting its core operational processes, and that it adopts IT project 
and system management methodologies suited to its needs; requests the Centre to close 
this outstanding audit recommendation of 2016 as soon as possible;

4. Takes note of the comments of the Court of Auditors with regard to publishing vacancy 
notices on the European Personnel Selection Office (EPSO) website; acknowledges the 
concerns of the Centre with regards to additional translation costs due to the fact that 
EPSO requires publication of vacancy notices in all official languages of the institutions 
of the Union; requests therefore that the Centre continues to publish all of its vacancy 
notices on the inter-agency job board developed by the EU Agencies network, and 
where relevant to also post vacancy notices on the EPSO website;

5. Welcomes the commitment of the Centre to address the recommendations identified by 
the IAS in their 2017 audit report on “Management of Data Collection, Validation and 
Quality Assurance”; stresses the importance of the Centre to deliver on its commitment.
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