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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs calls on the Committee on 
Budgetary Control, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
into its motion for a resolution:

1. Reiterates the role of the Fundamental Rights Agency (‘FRA’ or ‘the Agency’) in 
helping to ensure that the fundamental rights of people living in the Union are 
protected; highlights in particular the value of the Agency’s studies and opinions for 
the development of Union legislation;

2. Welcomes the fact that the Court of Auditors ('the Court') has declared the transactions 
underlying the annual accounts of the FRA for the financial year 2018 to be legal and 
regular in all material respects and that its financial position on 31 December 2018 is 
fairly presented; notes the stable budget of EUR 23 million and the slight staff increase 
from 108 to 110 in 2018;

3. Notes the Agency’s internal restructuring over 2018 with the aim of enhancing support 
across departments and strengthening the Agency’s outputs; 

4. Regrets that the rates of carry-overs of commitments for operational expenditure once 
again stood very high at 70 % or EUR 4,9 million, which is the same percentage as in 
2017; acknowledges that these delays reflect the nature of the Agency’s activities, 
notably the financing of studies that span several months, often beyond year-end; 
welcomes the fact that the Agency has introduced planning procedures to monitor 
delays between the signature of contracts, deliveries and payments but concurs with the 
Court that the Agency should further improve its financial planning, including 
potentially the introduction of differentiated appropriations;

5. Notes that the Court has identified a horizontal trend across agencies in the use of 
external staff hired in IT consultancy roles; calls for this dependency on external 
recruitment in this important area to be addressed; notes the efforts made by the 
Agency to balance the geographical distribution of its recruitment of qualified 
candidates for various roles, keeping in mind the difficulties encountered in recruiting 
the right candidates for certain profiles; 

6. Welcomes the progress made by the Agency in relation to the Court’s 
recommendations; calls on the FRA to step up its efforts regarding the outstanding 
recommendations, i.e. the introduction of e-tendering and e-submission, the lowering 
of budget carry-overs and the procurement of studies; 

7. Affirms, with regard to the procurement of studies, that budgetary constraints should 
not lead to unsuccessful public procurement procedures; believes that the Agency’s 
commitment to consider conducting market research before launching calls for tenders, 
to review, if necessary, the technical requirements and to reassess, if possible, the 
priority of the studies to be undertaken is a step in the right direction to improve the 
success of tender procedures in the future.


