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MINUTES
Meeting of 18 March 2019, 15.00-18.30

BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 15:12 on Monday, 18 March 2019, with Claude Moraes, (Chair) 
presiding.

1. Adoption of agenda LIBE_OJ(2019)0318_1

The agenda was adopted.

2. Chair’s announcements

None.

18 March 2019, 15.00 – 17.00

3. Joint hearing with AFET Committee on the Rule of Law in the Accession Process

The hearing was chaired by Claude Moraes, LIBE Chair, and Javier Couso Permuy, AFET 
Vice-Chair.

The following speakers took the floor: Christian Danielsson, Director General, DG NEAR, 
European Commission; Gianni Buquicchio, President of the Venice Commission of the 
Council of Europe; Theo Jacobs, International Monitoring Operation in Albania, DG NEAR, 
European Commission; Marko Kmezić, Centre for Southeast European Studies, University of 
Graz, Austria, Mr Naim Rashiti, Executive Director, Balkans Policy Group in Prishtina.

- The following Members took the floor: Sophia in 't Veld, Marek Jurek, Alojz Peterle, 
Claude Moraes, Eduard Kukan.

The hearing closed at 16:39.
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18 March 2019, 17.00 – 18.30

*** Change in meeting room: József Antall (JAN) 2Q2 ***

4. Sakharov event Migration across the Mediterranean
NGOs saving lives in the Mediterranean, Sakharov Prize finalist 2018 - second 
part

(organised by the Human Rights Actions Unit and in association with DROI 
Committee) 

The hearing opened at 17:05.

The hearing was chaired by Claude Moraes, LIBE Chair, and Pier Antonio Panzeri, DROI  
Chair.

The following speakers took the floor: Filimon Mebrhatom, Eritrean migrant rescued from the 
Mediterranean; Kathrin Schmidt, a Juventa ship crew Member; Eric David, Professor for 
International Law at the Free University of Brussels; Riccardo Gatti, Open Arms NGO; Inma 
Vazquez, Médecins sans Frontières; Regina Catrambone, Migrant Offshore Aid Station.

- The following Members took the floor: Pier Antonio Panzeri, Ana Gomes, Dobromir 
Sośnierz, Maite Pagazaurtundúa Ruiz, Dietmar Köster, Birgit Sippel, Barbara Spinelli, Claude 
Moraes. 

5. Any other business

6. Next meetings

The hearing closed at 18:40.
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