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Question for oral answer O-000095/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 128 

Laura Agea, Dario Tamburrano 
on behalf of the EFDD Group 

Subject: EU steel sector: protecting workers and industries 

Over the last few months, the Commission has received a number of questions concerning the 
situation of the industrial site in Terni (Italy), in particular as regards the Acciai Speciali Terni (AST) 
steelworks. The latest industrial restructuring plan presented by ThyssenKrupp to the Italian 
Government includes the layoff of around 550 staff members and the closure of a melting furnace; this 
measure is described as being necessary for the company’s survival, but it should be borne in mind 
that, in actual fact, staff costs account for only 4% of turnover; the main costs are energy, raw 
materials and transport. 

The city of Terni cannot give up a company in which 2 700 local people are employed, with a turnover 
which alone accounts for 15% of the Umbria region’s GDP and whose exports – including those of 
satellite industries – account for a third of all exports from the region.  

Parliament has recently adopted an action plan for the European steel industry, but we are now calling 
for specific measures to be implemented in order to safeguard employment and competitiveness.  

Bearing mind that the steel industry is a strategic sector of EU industrial policy:  

– what measures does the Commission intend to adopt to reduce the heavy energy costs that are 
harming the sector at the European level? 

– does it think the steel industry in Europe can survive in a globalised world, and what incentives 
can be proposed to EU steel companies to remain within the EU and avoid delocalisation so as to 
protect workers from job losses? 

– is the Commission considering a revision of EU competition policy in order to avoid such 
situations in the future? 
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