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Question for oral answer O-000025/2015 

to the Commission 
Rule 128 

Evelyn Regner, Maria João Rodrigues, Jutta Steinruck, Marita Ulvskog, Javi López 
on behalf of the S&D Group 

Subject: Review and extension of the Commission Recommendation of 12 March 2014 on a new 
approach to business failure and insolvency, with regard to family insolvency and second 
chances for individuals and households 

On 12 March 2014, the Commission published a recommendation on a new approach to business 
failure and insolvency.1 This document identified the problem of insolvency in a faultless, rational way, 
advocating for a system that allows entrepreneurs and businesses to keep running for the sake of the 
credit market, employment and European productivity. Yet, once again, this document has failed to 
apply the same conclusions to cases of consumer insolvency, despite the fact that such cases 
currently represent almost half of all insolvencies in Europe and that the lack of a common solution to 
this problem is causing an alarming increase in undeclared jobs, house repossessions and family 
debt. In her recent answer to Written Question E-010294/2014 concerning the need to reflect on this 
issue, Commissioner Vĕra Jourová stated for the first time that ‘the Commission (...), in the process of 
analysing comprehensively the insolvency legislation of the Member States, including in respect of 
consumer debtors, […] will consider whether additional measures may be appropriate’. Today marks 
one year since the publication of the recommendation, which explicitly invited Member States to take 
action on this urgent matter during the first 12 months. The Commission will have to assess the 
measures undertaken by Member States.  

1. Does the Commission consider the current EU and national legal provisions to be sufficiently 
effective enough to tackle the alarming increase in cases of individual and consumer insolvency 
since 2007?  

2. What is the Commission’s assessment of the fact that over-indebtedness has a clear sociological 
typology, affecting first and foremost the most vulnerable, and that there are striking differences 
in the treatment received by citizens living in different Member States?  

3. Does the Commission intend to give continuity to its work and extend its recommendation of 
12 March 2014 on a new approach to business failure and insolvency in order to include 
harmonised standards for family insolvency and second chances for individuals and households? 

Tabled: 12.3.2015 
Forwarded: 16.3.2015 
Deadline for reply: 23.3.2015 

                                                      
1  http://ec.europa.eu/justice/civil/files/c_2014_1500_en.pdf 


