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Michael Theurer, Martina Dlabajová, Nedzhmi Ali, Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy, Dita Charanzová, 

Frédérique Ries 
on behalf of the ALDE Group 

Subject: OLAF investigations 

OLAF’s Supervisory Committee’s (SC) Annual Activity Report 2014 has raised some serious questions 
in the Budget Control Committee responsible for OLAF matters. According to the report there are 
problems ensuring the independence of SC, working arrangements between OLAF and SC still need 
to be improved, and some concerns were also raised about the compliance of OLAF’s daily activities 
with the Regulation No 883/2013. The report suggests that certain improvements could be made in 
order to better protect the Union’s financial interests. 

– The lack of access to information seems to be main reason preventing SC from fully ensuring 
OLAF’s independence, its investigative function, the application of procedural guarantees, and 
the duration of investigations. 

– Regulation No 883/2013 does not clearly describe the role of the SC and leaves room for various 
interpretations.  

– In 2012 OLAF opened 423 cases on the same day on the basis of a single decision of DG. It 
remains unclear whether the decision taken was purely administrative and whether all legal 
aspects were taken into account. 

1. While respecting OLAF’s independence is the Commission monitoring or taking any other 
measures to ensure that OLAF’s activities are in full compliance with this Regulation? 

2. Given that working arrangements between OLAF and SC still need to be improved and the 
precise role and rights of SC have to be clarified, is the Commission planning to take any pro-
active steps to facilitate this process as it did in the past? What measures will the Commission 
take to ensure that the SC can fulfil its particular role in the future?  

3. What is Commission’s opinion on OLAF’s practice of opening a considerable number of cases in 
one day?  

4. What is Commission’s position and what are Commission’s plans, if any, to address problems 
raised in the 2014 Annual Activity Report of OLAF’s Supervisory Committee? 
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