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Question for oral answer O-000072/2015 

to the Council 
Rule 128 

Sander Loones, Bernd Lucke 
on behalf of the ECR Group 

Subject: Transparency of the application of the Stability and Growth Pact 

For the credibility of the Stability and Growth Pact, and notably of Regulations (EC) No 1466/97 and 
No 1467/97, it is crucial that its rules rely on rigorous economic analysis and are applied transparently, 
consistently and fairly across Member States and time. 

1. What economic assessments does the Council use in general as a basis for its decisions to 
adopt Council recommendations in the framework of the Stability and Growth Pact? 

2. Which economic assessment did the Council use in particular as a basis for its decision to adopt 
Council recommendation 6704/15 of 5 March 2015 with a view to putting an end to the excessive 
government deficit in France?  

3. Does the Council agree that independent economic analysis in the framework of the application 
of the Stability and Growth Pact should be strengthened? 

4. Does the Council consider that Communication COM(2015)0012 on making the best use of 
flexibility within the existing rules of the Stability and Growth Pact is fully legally compatible with 
the rules and spirit of the Stability and Growth Pact and its Code of Conduct, and if not, why not? 
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