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Subject: Reports of consistent abuse of asylum-seekers by Bulgarian police  

Reports and videos have recently been published by NGOs and volunteers documenting consistent 
Bulgarian police abuse of asylum-seekers entering Bulgaria from Turkey. Research of the Belgrade 
Centre for Human Rights, funded by Oxfam, documents Bulgarian police routinely abusing migrants, 
including by means of shootings, beatings and pistol-whippings, while using dogs to force asylum-
seekers, including unaccompanied minors, back across the border to Turkey. 

The Commissioner for Human Rights of the Council of Europe, Nils Muiznieks, had already expressed 
his concerns in this regard in a report, issued following his visit to Bulgaria on 9-11 February 2015, in 
which he regretted ‘that in response to the numerous allegations of push-backs and other related 
human rights violations, the Bulgarian government has refused so far to open investigations’. 

Such practices run contrary to Article 18 (the right to asylum) and Article 19 (protection against 
collective expulsions, and the principle of non-refoulement) of the European Charter of Fundamental 
rights, to Article 3 of the European Convention of Human Rights, and to international refugee law. 

In the light of these facts: 

– Does the Commission think that the reported practices are consistent with EU law, including the 
EU Charter of Fundamental Rights? 

– What action does the Commission intend to take to address those abuses that have already 
occurred? 

– What action does the Commission intend to take to prevent such abuses from occurring in the 
future? 
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