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Question for oral answer O-000129/2016 

to the Council 
Rule 128 

Catherine Bearder, Sophia in 't Veld, Petras Auštrevičius, Beatriz Becerra Basterrechea, Anneli 

Jäätteenmäki, Filiz Hyusmenova 
on behalf of the ALDE Group 

Birgit Sippel, Tanja Fajon, Josef Weidenholzer, Claude Moraes, Sylvie Guillaume, Juan 

Fernando López Aguilar, Péter Niedermüller, Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann, Soraya Post, Cécile 

Kashetu Kyenge, Christine Revault D'Allonnes Bonnefoy, Miltiadis Kyrkos, Emilian Pavel 
on behalf of the S&D Group 

Cornelia Ernst, Barbara Spinelli, Marina Albiol Guzmán, Kostas Chrysogonos, Kateřina 

Konečná, Ángela Vallina, Sofia Sakorafa, Merja Kyllönen, Marie-Christine Vergiat, Stelios 

Kouloglou, Dimitrios Papadimoulis 
on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

Subject: Combatting racism, xenophobia, homophobia and other forms of intolerance 

In 1998 the Charter of Political Parties for a non-racist society was adopted. In 2008 the Framework 
Decision on combating Racism and Xenophobia was adopted. The implementation was evaluated in 
2014. In June 2016 Commissioner Jourová announced the creation of a High Level Group on 
combating racism, xenophobia and other forms of intolerance, and the launch of a code of conduct 
signed by major IT companies. However, despite all this, racism and xenophobia are rife, and often 
homophobia and other forms of hatred and intolerance follow in their wake. Increasingly, racism and 
xenophobia are also stirred up by political parties, including government parties, targeting their 
campaigns against immigrants, including EU citizens from other Member States. The sharp rise in 
hate speech and hate crimes following the Brexit vote, even leading to the murder of a Polish resident 
of the UK, is an extremely worrying example of that trend. Thus, incitement to hatred, intolerance and 
violence are practised by the very parties that should fight it. 

1. What action does the Council intend to take to combat racism, xenophobia, homophobia and 
other forms of intolerance in political campaigns? 

2. What tools does the Council have to tackle racism and xenophobia in countries which on paper 
have implemented the Framework Decision, but do not apply it in practice, thus failing to provide 
protection against racist and xenophobic hate speech and hate crimes? 

3. Does the Council agree that it is necessary to update and strengthen the Framework Decision, 
including by adding homophobia? 
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