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Question for oral answer O-000015/2017 

to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative) 
Rule 128 

Javier Nart, Petras Auštrevičius 
on behalf of the ALDE Group 

Subject: VP/HR - Media freedom in Georgia: the case of Rustavi 2 

Despite the efforts of the EU delegation in Tbilisi to monitor the Rustavi 2 court case, on 2 March 
2017, one day after visa-free travel was granted to Georgia, the Supreme Court of Georgia decided to 
attribute the ownership of the Rustavi 2 TV station to a proxy of the current government.  

Rustavi 2 is Georgia’s most popular independent television broadcaster and the only large media 
outlet with a pro-Western editorial line. This decision undermines the space for media freedom and 
free public opinion in the country, as it limits access of the democratic opposition’s voices to Georgian 
broadcast media.  

In view of the worrying situation, the Rustavi 2 team is offering collectively to buy the station. 

In June 2014, the EU and Georgia signed an Association Agreement, which entered into force on 1 
July 2016. In this agreement, the parties undertook to respect fundamental freedoms, human rights, 
democratic principles, the rule of law and good governance, on the basis of common values.  

Will the VP/HR urge the Georgian government to ensure and protect a free, open and pluralistic media 
environment in the country and to remain committed to the European values which lie at the heart of 
the political association and economic integration envisaged in the Association Agreement?  

What further steps will the EU take to preserve the rule of law and media freedom in Georgia?  

Will the EU’s readiness for close cooperation with the new Georgian government, as expressed at the 
third Association Council meeting in December 2016, now be affected? 
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