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Question for oral answer O-000023/2018/rev.1 

to the Commission 
Rule 128 

Iskra Mihaylova 
on behalf of the Committee on Regional Development 

Subject: Hurricane recovery process in Saint Martin - Sint Maarten 

On 6 September 2017, the Caribbean island of Saint Martin - Sint Maarten was severely hit by 
Category 5 Hurricane Irma, resulting in substantial damage to infrastructures and loss of human life. 
The island is split between France and the Netherlands, and while the French side is an EU territory, 
the Dutch is considered a constituent country within the Kingdom of the Netherlands, but not part of 
the Union. 

On 12 October 2017, President Juncker gave assurances in a letter addressed to President Tajani 
that the Commission shared his view on the need for an integrated approach to support reconstruction 
on both sides of the island and expressed willingness to redirect available European funds for 
rebuilding operations. 

Moreover, on 13 December 2017, the Commission decided to advance a payment of nearly EUR 5 
million to the French outermost regions of Saint-Martin and Guadeloupe under the EU Solidarity Fund, 
followed by the mobilisation of a total amount of EUR 49 million in February. It also expressed its 
readiness to activate all long-term support mechanisms, such as exceptional 95 % co-financing for 
reconstruction projects supported by the European Regional Development Fund and to look into the 
possibility of helping Saint-Martin and Sint Maarten recover together within the framework of the 
European territorial cooperation programmes, in particular through the Interreg Saint-Martin - Sint 
Maarten Programme. 

1. Has the Commission already analysed and mobilised all of the possible options under the Interreg 
Saint Martin - Sint Maarten Programme for assisting the restoration process? Can the 
Commission provide details of the measures which will be taken? 

2. Is the Commission ready to apply a derogation on the use of the Solidarity Fund to implement the 
integrated approach, in addition to the aid forthcoming from the Netherlands mentioned above, 
for St. Martin island in its entirety? Will the Commission keep Parliament duly informed on the 
procedure it intends to follow in the case of a derogation? 

3. Taking into account the fact that the number of natural disasters is increasing every year as a 
result of climate change and that the current Solidarity Fund legislation is revealing its limitations, 
does the Commission envisage proposing an amendment of Regulation (EU) No 661/2014 in 
relation to the definition of ‘eligible State’, in the context of the next Multiannual Financial 
Framework, in order to be able to cater for an integrated approach? 
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