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Subject: Protection of children in migration 

According to the latest figures from UNHCR, 32 039 children arrived in Greece, Italy, Spain and 
Bulgaria in 2017.Of these, 46 % were unaccompanied or separated children (UASC). A year after the 
Commission’s Communication on the protection of children in migration of 12 April 20171, Member 
States are still facing challenges in the implementation of its recommendations. 

The Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union and the UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child require that the ‘best interests of the child’ be a primary consideration in all actions affecting 
children. 

1. Implementation of the recommendations - How does the Commission assess the state of play 
regarding the Member States’ implementation of the recommendations in the Communication on 
the protection of children in migration? Which Member States are being monitored by the 
Commission? What steps does the Commission plan to take next to support Member States in 
implementing the Communication, including the use of EU funds, to ensure in particular that an 
adequate number of shelters is available for unaccompanied children and for families with 
children, that a child rights protection officer is appointed in hotspots, that children have timely 
access to health care, psychological support and education, and that family reunification is made 
more effective? 

2. Guardianship - Given the lengthy procedures for the appointment of guardians for 
unaccompanied children, how does the Commission assess the actions taken by the Member 
States to make sure that all children are granted a guardian or temporary guardian upon arrival? 
What will the Commission do to encourage Member States to provide training for guardians and 
to speed up procedures for their appointment? 

3. Detention - Given the current lack of appropriate alternative care arrangements for 
unaccompanied children and for families with children, what steps will the Commission take to 
support Member States in providing alternative measures to detention? Should instances of 
protracted and systematic detention of migrant children and their families continue to occur 
across EU Member States, will the Commission launch infringement procedures against Member 
States that do not ensure compliance with children’s fundamental rights in the context of 
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migration? 

4. Access to education - What is the Commission doing to ensure that the current three-month legal 
obligation to integrate child asylum seekers at school is enforced in all EU Member States? 
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