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Question for oral answer O-000049/2018 

to the Commission 
Rule 128 

Marita Ulvskog 
on behalf of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs 

Subject: Working conditions and precarious employment 

The topic of ‘working conditions and precarious employment’ is of great importance to European 
citizens. 

Having regard to (1) the European Parliament resolution on working conditions and precarious 
employment1, (2) the numerous petitions which Parliament has received from citizens on this topic, 
and (3) several recent proposals from the Commission, such as the Directive on transparent and 
predictable working conditions, the Regulation establishing the European Labour Authority and the 
Council Recommendation on access to social protection for workers and the self-employed, the EMPL 
Committee would like to ask the Commission the following questions: 

1. Can the Commission provide an update of its response from September 2017 to the European 
Parliament’s resolution on working conditions and precarious employment? How has the work of 
the Commission developed since then to take into account the concerns and proposals of the 
European Parliament in the aforementioned resolution? More specifically, what is the 
Commission doing to ensure effective protection at the workplace, and to prevent the abuse of 
fixed-term contracts? 

2. Also, with an eye to the numerous petitions from citizens received by Parliament, can the 
Commission indicate the state of play of current infringement proceedings? Can the Commission 
report specifically on compliance with Directive 1999/70/EC (on the abuse of fixed-term contracts 
and discrimination between workers under fixed-term employment relationships and those under 
permanent employment relationships) and Directive 97/81/EC (on discrimination between part-
time and full-time workers)? 

3. How are the recent proposals by the Commission expected to improve the situation and tackle 
increasing precariousness in employment? 

4. Will the Commission take new concrete steps, for example by engaging with social partners, 
aimed at complementing the current proposals? How will the Commission evaluate the success 
of its proposals, and specifically the follow-up by Member States on the Council Recommendation 
on access to social protection? 
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1  Texts adopted, P8_TA(2017)0290. 


