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Question for oral answer O-000067/2018 

to the Commission 
Rule 128 

Iskra Mihaylova 
on behalf of the Committee on Regional Development 

Subject: EU Agenda for Rural, Mountainous and Remote Areas 

1. The GDP per capita in non-urban areas is 70% of the EU average, whereas some urban 
inhabitants enjoy a GDP per capita as high as 123% of the EU average. What measures is the 
Commission planning to put in place over the next programming period in order to ensure that 
citizens in non-urban areas enjoy similar opportunities to city dwellers? 

2. Does the Commission support Parliament’s request to establish an EU Agenda for Rural, 
Mountainous and Remote Areas and a Smart Villages Pact, with a view to ensuring a more 
effective, integrated and coordinated approach to the EU policies which have an impact on rural, 
mountainous and remote areas? 

3. Taking into consideration Article 174 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 
which affirms the obligation to pay special attention to these areas in terms of economic, social 
and territorial cohesion, is the Commission in favour of integrating the needs and challenges of 
rural, mountainous and remote areas into all those policies designed to accomplish the priorities 
of the EU, including smart, sustainable and inclusive growth, food safety and security, social 
inclusion, gender equality, climate change and air quality, job creation, digitalisation, and an 
efficient internal market, among others? 

4. How is the Commission planning to support the establishment of an EU Agenda for Rural, 
Mountainous and Remote Areas and develop a strategic framework for their sustainable 
development, coordinated with specific strategies for lagging and peripheral regions, in order to 
meet the objectives of rural proofing, smart villages, access to public services, decentralised 
energy solutions, digitalisation, training and innovation? 
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