
1161202.EN PE 541.120 

Question for oral answer O-000084/2018 

to the Commission 
Rule 128 

Petra Kammerevert 
on behalf of the Committee on Culture and Education 

Subject: Promoting automatic mutual recognition of diplomas 

1. With a view to realising the envisaged ‘European Education Area’ by 2025, what role does the 
Commission see for the free movement of learners? 

2. What concrete effects does the Commission expect to see from greater learning mobility, 
especially in vocational education and training, and how could such learning mobility be boosted? 

3. Can the Commission provide detailed information on whether – and which – formal bi- or 
multilateral agreements for mutual and/or automatic recognition of upper secondary and higher 
education diplomas and learning periods abroad are currently in force among Member States, at 
national level or below (e.g. agreements between universities, which are mainly necessitated by 
the lack of bi- and multi-national as well as European automatic recognition mechanisms)? 

4. Which recognition procedures and instruments as regards diplomas and learning periods abroad 
already exist in the school sector, the vocational education and training sector and in higher 
education respectively, and what are their respective strengths and weaknesses? Are there any 
discernible differences between disciplines? 

5. Does the Commission know of any bi-or multilateral projects of Member States that aim to reduce 
obstacles to mobility in education beyond the Lisbon Convention and Bologna Process? Which 
potential obstacles and problems, but also solutions, have been identified therein? 

6. How does the Commission envisage coordination between a future ‘European Education Area’ 
and the ‘European Higher Education Area’ in terms of recognition of diplomas? 

7. What advantages would the Commission expect from an EU-wide automatic recognition 
mechanism for higher education and upper secondary education diplomas as well as learning 
periods abroad (including school study periods), and what would be the biggest challenges to be 
faced? 

8. How could Member States be encouraged to agree to a potential future automatic recognition 
mechanism, while tackling existing fears of an increased ‘brain drain’? 
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