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to the Council 
Rule 128 

Cecilia Wikström 
on behalf of the Committee on Petitions 

Subject: Role of the German Youth Welfare Office (Jugendamt) in cross-border family disputes 

The Committee on Petitions has received a large number of petitions by non-German parents 
focussing on cross-border family disputes involving children. According to the petitioners, the 
competent German authorities have adopted discriminatory practices against them, in violation of the 
non-discrimination principle, and have failed to ensure the effective protection of the best interests of 
the child. Furthermore, the petitioners denounce the fact that the competent German authorities would 
not admit a place outside Germany as the normal residence of the child and often fail to recognise or 
enforce decisions and judgements taken by the judicial authorities of other EU Member States in 
family disputes with cross-border implications involving children, thus jeopardising mutual recognition 
and mutual trust among Member States. 

Can the Council provide detailed and up-to-date information on the follow-up to requests by the 
Committee on Petitions related to the problems raised in petitions on the role of the Jugendamt and 
the German family law system in cross-border family disputes, in order to protect the best interests of 
the child? 

What measures will the Council adopt in order to ensure accurate checks on the non-discriminatory 
nature of procedures and practices used in the German family law system, including by the 
Jugendamt, in the framework of family disputes with cross-border implications, in order to protect the 
best interests of the child and all other related rights? 

What actions will the Council implement in order to improve judicial and administrative cooperation 
and cross-border dialogue between German authorities such as the Jugendamt and the authorities of 
other Member States, in order to ensure mutual trust concerning the recognition and enforcement of 
decisions and judgements adopted by the authorities of other Member States in cross-border family 
disputes in Germany? 

The petitioners denounce an alleged insufficiency or lack of assistance from the national authorities of 
their country of origin when it comes to cross-border family disputes on parental responsibility and 
child custody involving Germany. What is the Council doing to improve counselling and legal support 
for non-German parents in cases of discriminatory or disadvantaged judicial and administrative 
procedures against them by German authorities such as the Jugendamt? 
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