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Question for written answer P-003198/2013
to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative)
Rule 117
Daniël van der Stoep (NI)

Subject: VP/HR - transparency of subsidies to NGOs in the context of the Israeli/Palestinian 
conflict

The Commission does not act with transparency with regard to EU subsidies for non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) operating in the context of the Israeli/Palestinian conflict. It has been found that 
the Commission has often refused to account for the funding provided, giving no explanation for its 
refusal. The sums involved amount to at least €10 m per annum!

1. Is the VP/HR familiar with the memorandum ‘Ending Secrecy in European Union Funding to 
Political Advocacy NGOs Operating in the Arab-Israeli Conflict’ by ‘NGO Monitor – Making 
ANGOs Accountable’? 

What view does the VP/HR take of the conclusion stated there that she does not act with 
transparency with regard to EU subsidies for NGOs operating in the context of the 
Israeli/Palestinian conflict? How does the VP/HR explain her non-transparent attitude, and will 
she change it? If not, how does the VP/HR explain the conclusion reached by NGO Monitor?

2. How does the VP/HR explain her non-transparent attitude in the light of Article 11 of Title II of the 
Lisbon Treaty, which lays down the transparency principle applicable to the European 
Institutions? Does the VP/HR agree that her attitude breaches that article? How does the VP/HR 
account for this to European citizens, who ultimately have to provide the €10 m given to NGOs 
each year?

3. Is there any connection between this non-transparent attitude on the part of the VP/HR and her 
partiality in the Israeli/Palestinian conflict, and what reasons can the VP/HR adduce for this 
partiality? Will the VP/HR adopt a clear pro-Israeli position in the conflict?

4. How will the VP/HR ensure that the funding provided does not fall into the wrong hands? How 
will she ensure that the funding is not passed on to Palestinian people/organisations fighting 
against Israel and/or seeking the destruction of Israel?

5. Does the VP/HR agree that her non-transparent attitude and the withholding of information are 
arousing more and more suspicion and mistrust among the people of Europe? Does the VP/HR 
agree that this is undesirable and that it demonstrates the serious democratic deficit of the EU? 
How will the VP/HR rectify this?


