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Rule 130
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Subject: Nurburgring insolvency proceedings

Following the insolvency of the company which operated the Nirburgring in Rhineland-Palatinate, the
Land government in power at the time assured the contractors and service providers that their
financial claims would have priority. They have still not been paid, however. The current Land
government now claims that it would be in breach of EU law on State aid if it were to designate the
contractors as the main creditors. For that reason, and as confirmed by judgments handed down by
the European Court of Justice, it maintains that the EU is responsible for determining the order of
seniority of the creditors.

In the light of the above:

1. Isthe Commission aware of the statement made by the Rhineland-Palatinate Land
government?

2. lIsittrue that EU law on State aid will provide the basis for determining the order of seniority of the
creditors?

3.  What are the implications for the contractors and service providers who are still owed up to EUR
20 million?
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