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Subject: Arbitration agreement between Croatia and Slovenia 

The Commission, with the assistance of Sweden, played an important role in bringing about the 
arbitration agreement between Croatia and Slovenia, signed on 4 November 2009 in Stockholm, which 
attempts to resolve the border dispute between the two countries. The agreement established an 
arbitration tribunal to settle the border dispute, and the administrative and technical work of this 
tribunal is carried out by the Permanent Court of Arbitration in the Hague. 

On 20 June, this court announced that it was concerned by statements made by Slovenian officials 
suggesting that Slovenia was in possession of informal information on the outcome of the arbitration, 
in spite of the fact that confidentiality was prescribed. 

On 22 July, transcripts of conversations appeared in the media seeming to show that one member of 
the tribunal had, on several occasions, discussed a lobbying strategy focusing on the merits of the 
dispute with the Slovenian representative. These transcripts show that information from confidential 
hearings of the Court of Arbitration was disclosed, that a plan was jointly concocted to influence the 
remaining judges, that memoranda were added to the case file after the end of the hearing, and that 
other abuses were committed. They also show that the rules of procedure of the tribunal established 
under the agreement, the optional rules of the Permanent Court of Arbitration, fundamental principles 
of international law and the principle of equity had been seriously violated. 

Given that the Commission and the Council have, since the beginning, lent their authority and put 
great effort into resolving this dispute by way of a process of arbitration, what steps will the 
Commission take if the allegations regarding serious unlawful acts carried out by a member of the 
tribunal and by the Slovenian side in the dispute, which cast doubt on the entire process of arbitration, 
prove to be true? 

 


