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Question for written answer P-001287/2016 

to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative) 
Rule 130 

Fabio Massimo Castaldo (EFDD), Ignazio Corrao (EFDD), Isabella Adinolfi (EFDD), Eleonora Evi 

(EFDD), Piernicola Pedicini (EFDD) and Daniela Aiuto (EFDD) 

Subject: VP/HR - Torture and killing of the researcher Giulio Regeni in Egypt 

On 3 February Giulio Regeni was found dead in Cairo. His body bore visible signs of repeated 
beatings and torture, and this evidence was later confirmed both by the Egyptian prosecution service 
and by an autopsy in Italy. Regeni, an Italian Cambridge PhD student, was in Egypt in order to 
research into the Egyptian economy after Mubarak, the situation of trade unions, and civil liberties in 
Egypt. 

He went missing on 25 January, a day on which there were violent demonstrations, coinciding with the 
fifth anniversary of the revolt that toppled Mubarak. 

General Al Sisi’s regime, which in 2013 ousted the Islamist President Morsi, is the subject of 
numerous reports of human rights violations. Human Rights Watch has described it as the most 
repressive regime that Egypt has ever seen; Amnesty International says that Egypt is now suffering 
one of the world’s worst human rights crises; and in December 2015 the Egyptian Commission for 
Rights and Freedoms spoke out against 340 cases of disappearance involving activists and dissidents 
in the preceding two months. 

Bearing in mind that the 2001 EU-Egypt Association Agreement treats respect for human rights as a 
matter of fundamental importance: 

– what kind of representations will the High Representative make to the Egyptian authorities with a 
view to bringing the facts of the case fully to light; 

– will she raise the question of human rights violations, given that discussions have been taking 
place since June 2013 on a possible agreement to establish a Deep and Comprehensive Free 
Trade Area, which would intensify relations between Egypt and the EU? 


