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Question for written answer P-002067/2016 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Josef Weidenholzer (S&D) 

Subject: Border crossing situation at Idomeni / Gevgelija 

According to eye witnesses and media reports, Macedonian police and military forces have been 
repeatedly using violence and physical abuse to detain refugees at the Idomeni/Gevgelija border 
crossing point between Greece and Macedonia in recent weeks. In the past week more than 100 
people were held in “no man’s land” without legal grounds and exposed to the elements for days. 
Violence has been used against the refugees repeatedly. 

1. Has the Commission already been informed about this matter, and what does it intend to do 
about it? 

2. How many people are currently in the no man’s land, and what do the Frontex officials in the 
border area know about this?  

3. Is the Commission aware of the violent treatment of refugees which has been reported in the 
press, and what measures is it taking to avoid further violence? 


