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Question for written answer P-006426/2016 

to the Council 
Rule 130 

Dariusz Rosati (PPE) and Krišjānis Kariņš (PPE) 

Subject: EU sanctions against Russia and the implementation of the Minsk Agreements 

In March 2014, the EU introduced a series of sanctions which targeted Russia in response to actions 
taken by Moscow that destabilised the situation in Ukraine. The sanctions were later extended and 
were once again prolonged on 1 July 2016 for another 6 months.  

It should be recalled that, in 2015, all 28 Member States unanimously decided to link the duration of 
the sanctions to the complete implementation of the Minsk Agreements. 

However, the situation in Ukraine is far from being stabilised despite ceasefire attempts brokered by 
European leaders. Moreover, according to various sources, July and August saw some of the worst 
flare-ups in months in eastern Ukraine. 

The Russian government has shown, with its recent military drills next to the Russia-Ukraine border, 
an unwillingness to ease military and political pressure on Ukraine. Therefore, some European 
politicians have requested that the EU weaken or even lift the sanctions against Russia. Nevertheless, 
as stated above, this should be linked to the full implementation of the Minsk Agreements, which 
presumably have not yet been applied. 

Can the Council explain what is the exact state of implementation of the Minsk Agreements by 
Russia? 


