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Subject:	Governance and financing of the European Defence Fund
In its European Defence Action Plan, published on 30 November 2016, the Commission proposes a European Defence Fund, including a ‘research window’ and a ‘capability window’. Given the specific characteristics of the defence sector, a range of questions have been raised as to the governance and financing of any such fund.
1.	Where the ‘research window’ is concerned, in what format and within what timeframe is the Commission intending to address issues with regard to governance, participation rules and intellectual property rights, which remain unsatisfactory for the defence industries? With regard to the establishment of work programmes, how is the Commission going to ensure that projects and outcomes dovetail with the operational requirements of the Member States?
2.	Where the ‘capability window’ is concerned, when exactly will it be launched? How will it be financed, and how much will it cost? Could this ‘window’, which is open to all Member States wishing to participate, be subject to Permanent Structured Cooperation? Is the Commission going to draw on the expertise of the European Defence Agency, in particular via its capability development plan, in order to launch joint programmes?
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