Question for written answer P-001064/2017
to the Commission

Rule 130

Emma McClarkin (ECR)

Subject: lllegal trade in dogs and cats

Funded by the Commission and published in March 2016, a study on the welfare of dogs and cats
involved in commercial practices found that: ‘For the proper functioning of the internal market it is
essential that trade is allowed to continue unimpeded. National legislation regarding trade or
movement of pets is generally in accordance with EU legislation. However, compliance differs
between Member States, as reported by competent authorities. Breeders declared that competition is
generally unequal at the EU level.’

1. Does the Commission intend to draw up an Action Plan in order to address the negative
implications of the illegal companion animal trade highlighted by the study?

2.  What further action does the Commission recommend that Member States take?
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