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Question for written answer P-000047/2018 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

André Elissen (ENF) 

Subject: EU Agricultural Outlook Conference 2017 

A posting on the EU website on 18 December 2017 contains the speech given by Commissioner Phil 
Hogan at the EU Agricultural Outlook Conference 20171. 

The focus was on the Commission communication on the future of the Common Agricultural Policy 
(CAP) post-2020, and it was stressed that ‘direct payments remain an essential part of the CAP in line 
with its Treaty obligations’. As a result of the United Kingdom’s withdrawal and other budgetary 
challenges, there will be a funding gap, the question being whether Member States ‘are prepared to 
increase the contribution from 1 per cent to 1.1 or 1.2 per cent of GNI’. 

1. Does the Commission agree that, in the light of farm business management principles, the 
departure of a big net contributor such as the United Kingdom means that, in the first instance, 
expenditure should be cut? 

2. Does the Commission agree that it is hard to reconcile huge agricultural subsidies with the sound 
free-market approach promoted by the Commission in various other sectors?  

3. Does the Commission agree that saddling Dutch citizens with an additional contribution of EUR 
1.5 billion a year is outrageous? 

                                                      
1  https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2014-2019/hogan/announcements/speech-commissioner-

phil-hogan-eu-agricultural-outlook-conference-2017_en 


