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to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Hannu Takkula (ALDE) 

Subject: Shelf-life of shell eggs which meet food safety requirements, and specific national 
circumstances  

Regulation 589/2008 stipulates that the ‘best before’ date for shell eggs is 28 days after the laying 
date, and that the date which appears on the packaging must be determined by the laying date of the 
oldest egg that it contains. 

In food production, the top priority is to ensure consumer safety. However, the actual durability of a 
hen’s egg varies depending on production and processing practices in a given country. The situation 
with regard to the cleanness of eggs and salmonella in Finland is exceptional, as the entire chain is 
salmonella-free and eggs are kept cool from the farm to the shop. In Finland, it is not permitted to 
wash eggs which are to be marketed in their shells, which means that hen’s eggs keep for significantly 
longer than 28 days. In those EU countries where eggs are washed, the 28-day limit is more critical 
from the point of view of preservation and food safety. Some non-EU countries to which eggs are 
exported accept that Finnish hen’s eggs will keep for 60-90 days after laying, and they are therefore 
sold without any problems. 

Agriculture Commissioner Hogan has said at a meeting for the launch of a CAP Communication that a 
‘one-size-fits-all’ approach to the implementation of EU legislation is not a sustainable way to conduct 
agricultural policy in a European Union with 500 million citizens, where agricultural production 
conditions vary significantly. 

Is the Commission prepared to consider amending the rules on the dating of hens’ eggs so as to base 
them on the level of risk and to extend the shelf life of hens’ eggs from 28 to 45 days by means of a 
national derogation for a particular Member State if food safety requirements are met? 

 


