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Subject:	Are law-abiding farmers being punished for work that Member States are failing to do? Compatibility of Regulations No 1307/2013 and 1306/2013
 Regulation (EC) No 1307/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council introduces direct payments to farmers that are linked to requirements that must be met on a particular farm (cross-compliance, greening, etc.).
However, Article 75(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1306/2013 stipulates that direct payments shall not be paid ‘before the verification of eligibility conditions, to be carried out by the Member States pursuant to Article 74, has been finalised’.
This means that even when the above-mentioned requirements have been met fully, farmers – even those who have been inspected on the ground – are unable to claim the benefits due to them until all the checks have been carried out by the Member State This applies even to advance payments paid in the event of a crisis (unless the Commission adopts a specific implementing act).
Does the Commission not feel that such a provision is in breach of the principle of good faith and that the direct payments system runs the risk of imposing collective liability, whereby all farmers are punished for the failure of their Member State to comply with the relevant requirements, even though they can do noting about this?
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