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Subject: Ceiling on the costs of election campaigns 

In the interests of preserving democracy in all Member States, citizens must have as equal 
opportunities as possible to stand as candidates in elections. In the elections to the European 
Parliament, where in many cases a whole country constitutes a single constituency, substantial 
financial resources are required of a candidate. 

Research conducted in Finland indicates that parties associated with the business community receive 
far more external support. Parties and candidates with large campaign budgets have a significantly 
greater chance of success in the elections. 

The growing campaign budgets not only accentuate inequalities between candidates but also increase 
the risk of corruption, as the proportion of funding that comes from sources other than parties is 
increasing. 

A good way to tackle the inequalities arising from election funding would be to impose a ceiling on the 
total expenditure permitted on a candidate’s election campaign. In some Member States, there is no 
ceiling on campaign costs. 

Although the rules on election campaigns are under national control, the Commission has announced 
in the European Semester that it intends to adopt more stringent rules to prevent conflicts of interest in 
the Member States. The Commission has also stated its intention of improving opportunities for 
democratic participation in the Member States. In order to combat bribery and corruption, Members of 
the European Parliament are only permitted to receive gifts or benefits worth less than EUR 150. 

1. Does the Commission consider that a ceiling on the costs of election campaigns would reduce 
the risk of corruption and create greater opportunities for democratic participation? 

2. Will the Commission make recommendations on ways of promoting equality between 
candidates standing in elections in Member States? 

 


