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Subject: 'Wild boar fence' along the Danish-German border 

On 4 June 2018, the Danish Parliament gave the go-ahead for a 70-kilometre fence to be built along 
the Danish-German border. The aim is to stop wild boar crossing the border, owing to the risk that 
they could constitute a ‘reservoir’ of African swine fever if the infection is brought into Denmark by 
humans, on lorries transporting pigs, in wild boar that have been shot by hunters, in infected food 
waste, and so on.  

An application for development consent was made public in June 20181. The application included an 
assessment of how the plans would affect animals listed in the annex to the Habitats Directive, and 
the Natura 2000 areas through which the fence would pass. The relevant ministry granted 
development consent on 13 August 20182.  

It is stated in a report entitled ‘Landscape fragmentation in Europe3’ that ‘The current trend of steadily 
increasing landscape fragmentation contradicts the principle of sustainability. There is a clear and 
urgent need for action’.  

The aim of the Habitats Directive4 is to set up ‘a coherent European ecological network of special 
areas of conservation5’.  

Could the Commission confirm to what extent the Habitats Directive lays down specific legal 
obligations to ensure that the animals listed in Annexes II, IV (a) and V to the directive respectively are 
able to cross the Danish-German border?  

Does the Commission take the view that the deliberate construction of a physical barrier specifically to 
prevent the free movement of animals around the countryside, including across internal EU borders, is 
consistent with the political intentions behind the Habitats Directive to ensure coherence when it 
comes to the natural environment and to bring about sustainable development? 

 

                                                      
1  https://mst.dk/media/151050/bilag-a-ansoegning-om-anlaegstilladelse.pdf 
2  https://mst.dk/media/151046/anlaegstilladelse.pdf 
3  https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/landscape-fragmentation-in-europe 
4  https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:31992L0043:EN:HTML 
5  See Article 3. 


