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Subject: Attempts by Finland to prohibit cross-border distance selling of alcohol 

The proposed amendment to the Alcohol Act which Finland’s Ministry of Social Affairs and Health 
notified to the Commission on 6 July 2018 (2018/0324/FIN - C50A) gives an incorrect picture of the 
impact of the government proposal. It seems likely that the notification contains false information about 
the current situation with regard to distance sales of alcohol, both as regulated by law and as treated in 
case-law, and seeks to obtain approval from the Commission for a ban on distance selling in Finland.  

Distance selling of alcohol is not prohibited in Finland, although the notification gives that impression. 
Distance selling would become impossible only as a result of the amendment to the Alcohol Act. The 
Ministry justifies the amendment as a mere clarification of the prevailing legal situation, although in 
reality its purpose is to introduce a disguised restriction on cross-border trade. The Ministry wrongly 
takes as a basis the preliminary ruling of the EU Court of Justice in Case C-198/14 (Visnapuu) and 
Supreme Court ruling KKO 2018:49. In reality, the Supreme Court ruling does not adopt a position on 
any subject other than the sale of alcoholic beverages in Finland without the statutory licence in 2009.  

The proposal to amend the Alcohol Act, if adopted, would only reinforce the financial position of Alko 
Oyj and would make Finland a protectionist area, which would weaken the functioning of the EU 
internal market. The Commission’s role is to protect the interests of the Union in the manner required 
by the Treaty, and it should not allow the introduction of disguised restrictions on trade between 
Member States which clearly conflict with the principle of the free movement of goods.  

In the light of the above facts, will the Commission thwart Finland’s intentions and, if necessary, take 
action under Article 258 TFEU if Finland goes ahead with its plan to prevent cross-border distance 
selling of alcohol? 


