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1. and 2. Discussion with Member States experts on possible risk management measures at EU level
as regards the presence in feed and food of deoxynivalenol and its acetylated and modified forms has
been initiated following the publication of the European Food Safety Authority opinion1. In line with the
conclusions2 of the Conference “Climate change and mycotoxins in feed and food: a challenge for
feed and food supply and safety” held on 5 June 2015 in Milan, it is appropriate to address the
presence of deoxynivalenol in feed and food in a comprehensive way, also including agricultural and
environmental aspects. The review of the current EU maximum levels in food3 and guideline levels in
feed4 of deoxynivalenol, in particular with respect to the acetylated and modified forms, is an
important element in this comprehensive approach to ensure a high level of human and animal health
protection.
3. The EU legislation5 allows Member States to allocate a (limited) share of their direct payment
envelope in the form of coupled support to specific sectors, inter alia cereals, which are particularly
important for social, economic or environmental reasons and undergo certain difficulties.
Italy decided to grant such support, as a regional support measure that is also available in Sicily, to
durum wheat. The respective (annual) financial envelope was originally fixed at EUR 57-60 million
(i.e. estimated per unit amount as 47-49 EUR/ha) from 2015. This was increased to EUR 65-66 million
(54 EUR/ha) from 2017 and further to EUR 80.5 million (i.e. 66 EUR/ha) from 2019.
More general information is available on Europa6.
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