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Question for written answer P-006172/2018 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

István Ujhelyi (S&D) 

Subject: Fidesz media golem - contrary to all European values 

Pursuant to a government decision signed by Viktor Orbán, Hungary’s Prime Minister, which appeared 
in the Hungarian Gazette on 5 December 2018, the Government has classified offers made to the 
Central European Press and Media Foundation, which was established in August, as being of strategic 
national significance and has exempted the most valuable media market deal ever from competition 
rules. This classification means that the curious interconnections between the Government and its 
lackey media need be investigated neither by the Media Council nor by the Competition Authority. As a 
result, a vast propaganda machine which has the task of moving the illiberal state forward and waging 
a war of liberation on Brussels, as well as manufacturing fake news, has eluded Hungarian legislation. 
The combined equity of the businesses is estimated by some to be between HUF 20 and 22 billion, 
and they employ 2 800 staff. The offers mean that the whole of the county newspaper market and a 
number of national television channels, radio stations and dailies – some 470 media according to 
estimates – have been acquired by and now belong to the Foundation, which is under the supervision 
of former and current Fidesz MPs. It is clear that, following the deal, the Foundation has an excess of 
influence in the media market and that it is in breach of competition law, media pluralism and a 
number of fundamental EU laws such as Article 11 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the 
European Union, as well as the right to freedom of expression and information and the right to be 
informed. 

Is the Commission monitoring these events? 

What action can it and will it take on this matter?  


