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1. The recent problem in a Polish slaughterhouse was the consequence of fraud and non-application 
of existing requirements on official controls, including meat inspection, laid down in EU Regulation 
(EC) No 854/20041.

Apart from actions taken by the Commission to directly minimise the impact of this specific incident 
(e.g. tracing to recall meat), a team of Commission auditors, deployed to Poland between 4 and 8 
February 2019, assessed the situation of official controls carried out not only in the involved 
establishment, but also in other meat establishments in Poland. The Commission formally requested 
Poland on 8 February 2019 to immediately launch an action plan to remedy the shortcomings 
identified during the audit. The Commission keeps monitoring the situation very closely and will follow 
up on this action plan. Another audit to Poland to assess the general control system is foreseen at the 
end of March 2019.

2. Commission support within the common agricultural policy is in line with article 39 of the Treaty on 
the Functioning of the EU2. In order to receive area and animal-related payments, farmers have to 
respect a range of mandatory requirements in the field of inter alia animal welfare, environment and 
climate.  Besides, Member States, within their rural development programmes, may provide for 
additonal support for farmers going beyond mandatory requirements. Having said that, the 
Commission recalls that intentional and fraudolent breaches of food law requirements are subject to 
common law. Member States have the obligation to put in place dissuasive penalties.

1 Regulation (EC) No 854/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 laying down 
specific rules for the organisation of official controls on products of animal origin intended for human 
consumption (OJ L 139, 30.4.2004, p. 206).

2 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:12012E/TXT&from=EN


