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Subject:	Cambodia EBA preferences withdrawal
In October 2018 the Commission initiated the procedure for the withdrawal of Cambodia’s Everything But Arms (EBA) preferences, chiefly out of concern for land rights with respect to Economic Land Concessions (ELCs) in the sugarcane sector.
The Cambodian Government has refused to implement the terms of reference for an audit of displacement caused by these ELCs in four provinces. So far, measures taken have been unable to provide fair and just resolutions to all affected households.
Can the Commission clarify:
1.	What benchmarks have been adopted to assess the remediation of land rights violations, and whether these are consistent with international standards?
2.	What is the status of the withdrawal procedure, including the timelines to monitor the implementation of adequate remedial actions for all households impacted by sugarcane plantations in the four provinces?
3.	In the event that a product or sector-specific temporary suspension of tariff preferences for sugarcane imports were to be initiated, as recommended by representatives of the affected communities, could this procedure be halted if all sugarcane-related land issues are adequately addressed, as set forth in Articles 19(13) and 37 of Regulation (EU) No 978/2012?
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