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Subject: Measures by Member States to tackle the problem of barnacle geese

The barnacle goose is a species specially protected by the EU and is listed in Annex I to the Birds 
Directive. It is not listed in Annex II to that Directive, determining which species of game may be 
hunted in the EU. No EU Member State can therefore define the species as a game bird. 

As an invasive species, the barnacle goose is causing significant damage in southern and eastern 
Finland. In cities, the geese are causing damage by making the cleaning of parks more expensive 
and difficult, and by reducing the attractiveness of green spaces. The number of geese spending the 
summer in the Helsinki region has again started to grow. In a census conducted by the Finnish 
Environment Institute (Syke), the University of Helsinki and BirdLife Finland in September 2019, a 
total of around 33 700 barnacle geese were counted. This represents an increase of 13% compared 
to 2018. The number of birds in the capital region increased by more than 20%, reaching more than 
16 600. In addition to the manifest problem of the declining attractiveness of parks, which has been 
mentioned in debate, the birds also cause considerable economic damage to farmers. 

In eastern and south-eastern Finland, barnacle geese feed on farmland during both the spring and 
autumn migrations. In the autumn, hundreds of thousands of birds visit eastern and south-eastern 
Finland. In Elimäki in October 2017, as many as 300 000 barnacle geese were observed feeding in 
the fields, eating huge quantities of autumn cereals. Merely scaring the birds from one field to another 
simply displaces the problem. 

What measures will the Commission make available (or is it already making available) to Member 
States in order to address the large goose population so as to prevent damage? 

Does the Commission plan to monitor the development of the goose population in the Member States 
so that preventive measures can be taken in time? 

What can the authorities of the Member States do to control damage by barnacle geese in the light of 
the provisions of the Birds Directive? 


