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Question for written answer P-003139/2019
to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative)
Rule 138
Anna Fotyga (ECR)

Subject: VP/HR - controversy concerning participation by the High Representative's special 
adviser in projects promoting the Kremlin's policies

In June this year, Nathalie Tocci, Special Representative to the VP/HR, gave an interview to the 
Kremlin’s propaganda-spreading TV station RT.1 This scandalous interview was met with a wave of 
criticism – my voice included. In response to my letter, the High Representative wrote that Nathalie 
Tocci made the appearance under her own name, presenting her own personal views, and the fact 
that she was presented as an employee of the EEAS and an adviser to the High Representative was 
mere manipulation on the part of the Kremlin-sponsored channel. 

A few days ago, Tocci appeared at the Valdai Discussion Club in Sochi, both as Director of the Istituto 
Affari Internazionali (IAI) and as advisor to the High Representative. The fact that Tocci was not acting 
as a private individual and independent expert is demonstrated not only by her title in the official 
programme,2 but also by the fact that her talk included information gleaned from her work in the EEAS 
– she famously reported, for example, that eight countries would be joining the INSTEX mechanism.3 
Tocci was the only speaker in Sochi representing a Western government or institution. She failed to 
bring up any of the issues which gave rise to sanctions against the Kremlin, thereby giving the 
impression that the High Representative considers Russia’s policies to be run-of-the-mill.

1) How will the High Representative react to the fact that Nathalie Tocci, when taking part in 
these controversial projects, gave the impression that she was speaking on her behalf?

2) In the view of the VP/HR, is participation in conferences organised in Russia – Tocci’s 
participation in Sochi, for example, without regard to Putin’s repressive policies towards his own 
people and his attacks on Russia’s neighbours – not tacit acceptance of the Kremlin’s policies? 

1 https://www.rt.com/shows/sophieco/462028-iran-washington-nathalie-tocci/
2 http://valdaiclub.com/events/posts/articles/programme-of-the-16th-annual-meeting/
3 https://www.rt.com/news/469936-eu-countries-join-instex/


