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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Fisheries calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the decision adopted for the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF), 
notably 6.39 billion euros have been allocated to the fisheries sector and maritime policy 
for the period 2014-2020; points out nonetheless that, despite the importance of fishing to 
many coastal areas' economies, funding for fisheries policy - one of the few EU common 
policies - represents only 0.7% of the EU budget; these funds will help the fisheries sector 
to achieve sustainable fisheries, support coastal and island communities heavily dependent 
on fisheries to diversify their economies, improve the support hitherto given to small-scale 
fishing and to regions highly dependent on fishing, as a way to achieve the objectives of 
the Europe 2020 strategy.

2. Regrets the fact that, contrary to what had been approved by Parliament, the Council 
restricted the duration of possible EMFF support for temporary cessation of fishing 
activities during biological recovery periods, between 2014 and 2020, to a maximum of 
six months per vessel; takes the view that biological recovery periods are an important 
tool for the sustainable management of certain fisheries; argues therefore that the 
restriction should be abolished and that there should be sufficient appropriations to cover 
biological recovery periods;

3. Urges the Commission and the Member States to urgently prepare the necessary legal 
acts to speed up the Members States' operational programmes in order to implement the 
priorities of the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) namely the economic and social 
sustainability of the fisheries sector, conservation of biological resources and sustainable 
exploitation of fisheries and aquaculture. 

4. Underlines of the importance of a rigorous and independent research to evaluate the 
accurate state of fisheries stocks to calculate the maximum sustainable yield, earmarks of 
sustainable fisheries, studies also being necessary into the socio-economic impact of the 
measures adopted for communities dependent on fishing; accentuates that the new basic 
regulation of the CFP adopted last year places a special emphasis on sustainability  to 
obtain the maximum sustainable yield (MSY); reminds that this objective constitutes one 
of the core elements of the new CFP and implies an accurate and reliable knowledge of 
the state of stocks and of the social and economic implications of the measures adopted; 
takes the view that this research should be properly funded by the EU budget.

5. Underlines the need for an increase in funding for international and Member States 
scientific research organisations to accomplish the knowledge and evaluation of marine 
biological resources.

6. Recalls that control of the fisheries activity on board and in the ports is essential to 
accomplish the objectives of sustainable fisheries. Insufficient financial support could 
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jeopardise the goals of the Reform. Recalls that the new CFP requires an increase of 
EFCA´s operational undertakings to assist the Member States and the European 
Commission with the development of practical control and surveillance tools (operations 
related to fisheries governance, data management systems, landing obligations and fight 
against the illegal, unreported and unregulated fisheries (IUU fisheries)).

7. Calls for an increase in the budget of the Fisheries Control Agency (EFCA) for 
operational tools and human resources to properly ensure the implementation of CFP 
reform, and for controls, inspections, surveillance and cooperation at national level to be 
stepped up so that CFP rules are observed and applied effectively and coherently, 
providing a level playing field for the fishing industry, and that there is equal treatment 
for all parts of the sector.

8. Stresses that since more than 60% of the supply of fisheries products to the EU comes 
from international waters and the exclusive economic zones of third countries, adequate 
and reliable budgetary provisions must be calculated in the annual budget for 2015. The 
external dimension of the CFP requires the continued inclusion of specific budgetary 
measures aimed at reinforcing and developing the European Union's participation in 
regional fisheries management organisations and at funding the conclusion of bilateral 
agreements with third countries, namely taking into account the foreseen renewal of the 
protocols with Mauritania, Mozambique, Madagascar, Greenland, Cape Verde or Kiribati.

9. Regrets the fact that the Commission has reduced the amounts against the item for the 
pilot project on support measures for small-scale fishing (11 06 77 08);  urges the 
Commission to reinstate the amounts approved; takes the view that that pilot project is of 
major importance and, in acknowledgement of the sector's importance and specific 
features, should be the basis for establishing an EU aid programme for small-scale 
fishing, as has been argued for in various Parliament resolutions on this issue.

10. Welcomes the provisions of the EMFF devoted to the Commission for direct actions 
in the Multiannual Financial Framework 2014-2020, 647 million euros. Calls on the 
Commission to speed up the necessary measures to put in practice their own projects.

11. Deplores the cuts made within Title 11 by the Council in its reading of the draft budget; is 
concerned at the consequences for the measures funded under the budget heading 
concerned and at the adverse impact on pursuing the CFP and IMP objectives; points out, 
more specifically with regard to payment appropriations, that this year there is already a 
shortfall in them and that it is therefore essential to ensure a sufficient level of 
appropriations.
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