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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Fisheries calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee 

responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution: 

A. Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) financial resources and the compulsory contributions to 

regional fisheries management organisations and sustainable fisheries agreements are 

concentrated in Section III and Title 11, ‘Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, European Maritime 

and Fisheries Fund (EMFF)’, of the budget; 

B. The core objectives of the CFP are to balance the viability of a sector of strategic economic 

importance for the Union – a sector which contributes to food supply, employment and the 

economic and social cohesion of the coastal and outermost regions of the Union – with the 

need to preserve marine ecosystems by developing economically and environmentally 

sustainable fisheries; 

1. Emphasises that the EU budget for 2019 should incorporate the commitment and 

payment appropriations required to meet the funding needs of the CFP; takes the view 

that an appropriate level of readily available funding to ensure/secure long-term 

investment is needed in order to fully implement the CFP and to guarantee the 

sustainability of aquaculture and European fishing activities; 

2. Stresses that the Union fisheries sector is largely concentrated in certain regions which 

rely heavily on fishing, and that fishing, particularly local inshore fishing, contributes to 

the socio-economic and cultural fabric of many coastal, outermost regions and islands; 

3. Notes that, as more than 60% of fishery products consumed in the EU come from 

international waters and the exclusive economic zones of third countries, the allocations 

for the 2019 budget need to be sufficient, particularly given that the protocols with 

Mauritania and Senegal are due to be renewed that year; 

4. Considers that the external dimension of the CFP makes it essential that realistic 

budgetary forecasts be drawn up with a view to funding sustainable fisheries partnership 

agreements with third countries; 

5. Stresses that, four years after its adoption on 15 May 2014, the level of implementation 

of the 2014-2020 EMFF remains unsatisfactory, as only 4,5% of the budget has been 

implemented to date (part of the EMFF under shared management); hopes that EMFF 

implementation levels will gradually increase, and stresses that the poor implementation 

levels are due in part to red tape at national and Union level as well as to a lack of 

ambition in Members States, notably when it comes to ensuring a full and timely 

implementation of the landing obligation; points out that funds will be needed to 

support the fishing sector while the landing obligation is being introduced; 

6. Stresses the need to make sufficient financial provision for co-financed activities, so 

that funding is available for the coastal, small-scale, and recreational fishing sectors; 

considers it particularly important, in addition, that appropriate funding be earmarked 

for the upgrading of fisheries infrastructure; takes the view that, on the basis of the 

general framework provided by the EMFF, it is the Member States which must set their 
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funding priorities in such a way as to respond to the specific problems facing those 

sectors; 

7. Stresses the importance of the social and economic dimension of fishing for local 

communities and some maritime and coastal regions; recognises the need to maintain 

enough financial provisions for enabling coastal, artisanal and small scale fleet sectors 

to obtain funding; 

8. Stresses that scientific data are essential to improving our understanding of the 

functioning of aquatic ecosystems, which in turn is a prerequisite for achieving 

maximum sustainable yields; draws attention to the need to improve the gathering of 

scientific data and to foster cooperation and exchanges of scientific data between the 

maritime and fisheries sector, on the one hand, and the scientific community, on the 

other; points out that scientific data need to be collected on the impact of recreational 

fishing on fish stocks; 

9. Reiterates the importance of drawing on rigorous and independent scientific opinions 

when assessing the state of fishery resources, so that management decisions can be 

taken which make it possible to achieve maximum sustainable yields (MSY); urges 

Member States to use EMFF funding for the purposes of scientific data collection which 

is a key task for enabling rational and science-based decisions to be taken on fisheries 

policy issues; 

10. Stresses the importance of the monitoring of fishing activities, one of the pillars of the 

CFP; takes the view that this activity must continue to receive EU funding and that 

Member States must step up their efforts to make use of the resources in question; 

11. Stresses the importance of maintaining the current level of financing for the European 

Fisheries Control Agency, so that it can properly carry out its inspection and 

surveillance tasks in the fisheries sector; calls for the role of the EFCA be enhanced, so 

that the objectives of the CFP can be achieved and the EFCA itself can step up its 

activities in the areas of the governance of fishing fleets and the supervision of 

monitoring procedures; 

12. Notes that one of the challenges facing the fisheries sector is generational renewal and 

that this must be fostered by taking special policy and financial support measures to 

encourage young people to work in the sector and offer them conditions similar to those 

in other sectors of the economy, particularly in the outermost regions; 

13. Emphasises the need to use the EMFF and other Union funding schemes to facilitate 

young people’s access to jobs in the fishing industry; 

14. Takes the view that Brexit must not be used as a pretext for reducing funding; considers 

that the Union must find the resources needed to fund the CFP properly. 
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