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1. Summary of petition

The petitioner proposes to amend the Italian rules of the road with regard to the rules on 
visual signalling and vehicle illumination. According to the petitioner, these rules were 
erroneously amended in June 2003 in an effort to transpose EU legislation on the matter into 
Italian law. Lighting devices on motor vehicles are needed to see and be seen from half an 
hour after sunset until half an hour before sunrise, as well as during the daytime whilst in 
tunnels, and in the event of fog, snow, heavy rain, or low visibility for any other reason. The 
petitioner protests that, in 2003, it was decided to adopt the habits of certain northern 
European countries where, due to geographical latitude, there are fewer hours of daylight than 
in Italy.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 10 October 2018. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 216(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 7 June 2019

The Commission’s observations 

Firstly, the Commission would note that Member States are responsible for fixing their own 
traffic rules (such as those contained in the Italian Highway Code).

In particular, the Italian authorities are responsible for setting and enforcing the rules of 
behaviour concerning the use of vehicle lighting.
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The petitioner observes that Article 152 of the Italian traffic rules1 refers to a European Union 
Directive (Directive 2002/24/CE2). This Directive has now been repealed by Regulation (EU) 
168/20133, but the Commission would emphasise that both legislative acts merely fix rules for 
the type approval of certain vehicles. It thus appears that the purpose of the reference is to 
define the categories of vehicles for which drivers are subject to the obligation concerning the 
use the vehicle lighting. The obligation to use the lighting in a certain manner is accordingly 
not derived from EU legislation.

The Commission would also note that new passenger cars are now required to be fitted with 
daytime running lights specifically designed to make the vehicle more visible for other road 
users during daylight hours. This new feature will gradually replace the obligation for drivers 
to turn on the vehicle lights manually during some daylight hours in accordance with the rules 
of behaviour defined by Member States.

Conclusion

The Commission notes that the Italian rules on the use of vehicle lighting, which the 
petitioner contests, are not derived from EU legislation and thus remains a matter of national 
competence.

1 Nuovo codice della strada, decreto legislativo 30 aprile 1992 n. 285 e successive modificazioni. Titolo V – 
Norme di comportamento, Art. 152. Segnalazione visiva e illuminazione dei veicoli.
2 Directive 2002/24/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 March 2002 relating to the type-
approval of two or three-wheel motor vehicles and repealing Council Directive 92/61/EEC (Text with EEA 
relevance), OJ L 124, 9.5.2002, p. 1–44.
3 Regulation (EU) No 168/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 January 2013 on the 
approval and market surveillance of two- or three-wheel vehicles and quadricycles Text with EEA relevance, OJ 
L 60, 2.3.2013, p. 52–128.


