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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 1002/2018 by Samuel Martin Sosa (Spanish), on behalf of 
‘Ecologistas en Acción’, on plans to combat pollution in Madrid (Spain)

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner condemns the attempts by the regional government of the Community of 
Madrid to ‘torpedo’ the Madrid City Council’s efforts to curb air pollution in the city. He is 
unhappy that Madrid’s regional government has brought an administrative action before the 
relevant court in the Community of Madrid (the Superior Court of Justice) against the 
sustainable mobility bylaw, and against the ‘Madrid Central’ plan – a series of measures to 
restrict access to the city centre for vehicles. The petitioner calls on the European Parliament 
to urge the Community of Madrid to comply with EU legislation on air quality.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 29 March 2019. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
216(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 9 July 2019

The Ambient Air Quality Directive1 sets an obligation for results, including that Member 
States shall ensure that pollutant concentrations in ambient air do not exceed the limit values 
set in the Directive, including the limit values on nitrogen dioxide (NO2). In the event of 
exceedances of these limit values, the Directive obliges Member States to establish air quality 
plans setting out appropriate measures, so that the exceedance period can be kept as short as 
possible. The choice and design of measures to achieve these results is left to Member States 
at national, regional and local level.

1 Directive 2008/50/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 May 2008 on ambient air quality 
and cleaner air for Europe, OJ L 152, 11.6.2008, p. 1–44.
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Conclusion

The Commission has opened an infringement procedure against Spain for failing to respect 
agreed air quality limit values on NO2. In this context, the Commission continues to closely 
monitor the air quality situation and implementation of relevant air quality measures in Spain. 
However, in light of the provisions of the Ambient Air Quality Directive, the Commission is 
not in a position to intervene in discussions within a Member State about individual measures 
taken to improve air quality, such as a low emission zone or actions foreseen during peak 
pollution episodes.


